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Foreword 


This is the translation of the book which the reader will 
have observed that it was written slightly more than forty years 
ago. It was written in Kiswahili and was awarded a very 
important place in the curriculum of all schools in Zanzibar. 
It had filled a great gap occasioned by the absence of books on 
the history of Seyyid Said Bin Sultan and the ruling dynasty 
of the Al Busaidy Family. Seyyid Said the Great had been 
acclaimed as the joint-ruler of Oman and Zanzibar (1804-1856). 
Over this book the Author had devoted a great deal of time 
and labour to obtain authentic account on the domestic life of 
Seyyid Said Bin Sultan, the administration of his vast dominion, 
his governors, foreign policy, military as well as naval exploits, 
commercial enterprises, etc. 

In view of its obvious historic importance and the role it 
had played, the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage had 
decided to get it translated into Arabic and then published it 
in the year 1980, in order to facilitate for the Arabic speakers 
the study of the life of the most illustrious ancestor of our 
beloved ruler, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said Bin Taymur 
Bin Feisal Bin Turkey Bin Said Bin Sultan. 

In the interest of the English speaking people, this book 
has now come out in English to fulfil that long-felt desire of 
the public as well as of the students of history. This book 
has that unique distinction of being the only book dealing with 
the interesting subject of this nature. 

After this his first book, Sheikh Abdalla Saleh Farsi has 
produced many books. He has written on history, geography, 
poetry and especially on Islamic studies in which he possessed 
deep knowledge. Sheikh Abdalla was born and educated in 
Zanzibar where he served first as a trained teacher, 
Headmaster and then as Inspector of Arabic and Religious 
Studies, with due efficiency and zeal. After this he was appointed 
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as Kadhi of Muslim courts. However, as a result of intolerable 
conditions consequent to the Bloody Revolution, he had to 
escape and settle in Mombasa. While there in the appreciation 
of his considerable knowledge and wide practical experience 
and respectable conduct, the Kenya Government offered him 
a post as Chief Kadhi in the year 1968. Sheikh Abdalla had 
earned reputation asa forceful speaker/Radio Broadcaster on 
religious affairs, a fearless Muslim missionary, trusted mediator 
of disputes and a saintly man. He was charming, honest and 
extremely generous. He was a small man, with a large heart, 
strong will-power and great personality. . 

After a meritorious public service, he retired at the age of 
70 years and left for Muscat, in the Sultanate of Oman, to 
join his family early in the year 1982. It is most sad to record 
that he passed away in November ofthe same year— leaving 
behind large family and thousands of students/admirers to 
mourn over his lamentable death. His numerous books 
particularly the translation of the Holy Kuran to perpetuate 
his name and to intercede for him with God. May Allah the 
most merciful forgive him and rest his soul in peace and 
happiness. 


SHAABAN SALEH FARSI 
(Former Inspector of Schools—Zanzibar) 


Introduction 


THE BUSAIDY RULERS OF ZANZIBAR 


In view of the fact there is in Swahili no history of these 
rulers, it seems to me to be a good thing to write in that lang- 
uage. I propose to write down the matters that are of interest 
to us Eastern peoples, and so I have had to refer to old 
“Eastern” informants for information about the matters that 
I intend to record ; for I know of not a single book of the 
history of these rulers, written by people of these parts, except 
the little pamphlet by Sh. Naser bin Salim al Ruweyhy about 
Sd. Hamud’s journey of Lamu and Mombasa : and the little 
book by Sh. Zaher bin Said about Sd. Bargash’s journey to 
Europe. 

I propose to write the story of each of the rulers as follows :-— 


1. His father. 
2. His mother. f 
3. His birth, with the date A. H. and A. D. 
44. His marriages and the wives whom he married. 
5. His children, male and female. 
/6. His reign A. H. and A. D. giving the day and the 
month if possible. 
7. His ministers. 
8. His secretarial staff. 
9. His treasury and treasurers, 
10. His receipt of revenue. 
_11. His judicial staff in Zanzibar and Pemba. 
112. His military officers. 
13. Some of the important people of his time in the island 
of Zanzibar. 
14. The British Consuls of his time. 


-15. 
» 16. 
17. 
- 18. 
+19; 
a2: 
21. 
22: 
23; 
24. 
“25. 


26. 
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Where he lived before and during his reign. 
His pleasures. 

His attitude when he goes out. 

His methods of kecping the peace in the town. 
The wars that occurred in his time. 

Events in Zanzibar in his time. 

His journeys. 

The regency in his absence. 

His navy and merchant service. 

His naval officers. 

His death with the date A. H. and A. D. with the day 
and the month. 

Relics left by him. 


I do not think that this arrangement has been used by any 
person writing the history of the rulers of Zanzibar, so I am 
hopeful that I shall please all my readers. 


In obtaining this information I have to thank in particular : 


ao gs 


a rh o. 


Sd. Hamuud bin Muhammad ibnil Imam, 


, Sd. Seif bin Hamuud bin Feisal ibn Imam, 
.. Sd. Hafidh bin Muhammad alBusaidy, 


Sh. Isa bin Ali alBarwani, from whom I have received 


more information than from anyone else. 
Sh. Abdul Rahman bin Said bin Awadh Bamaabad, 


Sh. Saleh bin Abdalla alFarsy, my father, 


. Sh. Muhammad bin Khalfan alFilany (Hajj Suwedy), a 


man who lived to a great age. 


and many others not mentioned, whom I have troubled 


with my questions when I met them. I asked so many questions 
that in the end I was afraid that they would run away when 
they saw me ! 

In my search for some of the matters written here I have, 
of course, had to read many European books of the history of 
Zanzibar and my thanks are due to Miss Alice Nicol ‘Smith 


M. A., 


who was Curator of the Museum in Zanzibar; for allow- 


ing me to make use of all the books in the museum which relate 
to Zanzibar. Iread many books there and trose from which 
I derived most are : 


Introduction 9 


Said bin Sultan by Rudolf Said Ruete. 

Zanzibar the Metropolis of East Africa by F. B. Pearce. 
Memoirs of an Arabian Princess. 

A School History of Zanzibar by W. H. Ingrams and 
L. W. Hollingsworth. 

5. An Apostle of Empire by R. N. Lyne. 


BRwWN > 


This attempt to write the history of the rulers of Zanzibar 
in this way is new to us. Therefore there cannot fail to be 
mistakes, and for these I crave your indulgence for they will 
be many. Much needs to be added and Iam doing my best to 
fill in the gaps. I shall be grateful to anyone who helps me 
to do so. 

Everything in the world starts small and then grows big. 
I hope that this little work of mine will, under God, grow big, 
increased by myself, as 1 intend, or" increased by others. What 
matters is that a thing should be useful, not that it should be 
done by somebody or by another. 


Abdalla Saleh Farsi 
1/8/42 


The Busaidy Rulers of Zanzibar 


SAYYID SAID BIN SULTAN 1 
His father 


His father was Sd. Sultan bin Imam Ahmad bin Said bin 
Muhammad bin Ahmed bin Khelef bin Said AlAzdy. Sa. 
Sultan was the third ruler of the Busaidy dynasty and the fifth of 
the seven sons of Imam Ahmad, the first Busaidy ruler. These 
seven brothers were:— ` 


1. Sd. Hilal : the eldest of them; but he was not made Imam 
after his father because he was blind. He went to Sind 
to get treatment for his eyes and died there. His mother 
was an Indian and he was whole brother to Sd. Talib. 

2. Sd. Said 1 : He became Imam on the death of his father 
who reigned from 1154/1741 to his death in 1188/1774. 
His mother was an Arab-Saidiyya. 


He was less powerful than his son Sd. Hemed bin Said, who 
was ruler from 1203/1788 until his death in 1206/1791. 


3. Sd. Keys : His children and grandchildren gave a great 
deal of trouble to Sd. Said bin Sultan when he became 
ruler of Oman and to Sd. Said’s children when they 
succeeded their father. In the time of Sd. Turky bin 
Said, Sd. Azzan bin Keys bin Azzan bin Qeys was made 
Imam; but Sd. Keys died in 1223/1808 helping Sd. Said 
m war against the Qawasim. 

4. Sd. Seyf : He helped Sd. Sultan bin Ahmad in the fight 
against their elder brother, Sd. Said bin Ahmad. Later 
he came to Fast Africa and died at Lamu. His eldest 
son Sd. Badr bin Seyf was regent for Sd. Said bin Sultan 
and his brothers when they were young and unable to 
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succeed their father. When Sd. Said grew up a little he 
killed this person and took for himself and his brother 
their father’s position. 


His daughter Lady Azza bin Seyf was the senior wife of Sd. 
Said bin Sultan. She was whole sister to Sd. Sultan. Their 
mother was an Ethiopian. 


5. Sd. Sultan : He seized the rulership of Oman on the death 
of Sd. Hamed bin Said, his brother’s son, although 
Imam Sd. Said I was still alive. The other children of 
Sd. Said I gave him much trouble, although in the end 
he defeated them and became undisputed ruler of the 
land of Oman; despite the fact his brother continued to 
be called Imam until his death in 1225/1810. Sd. Sultan 
was the first Busaidy ruler to pay attention to his 
dominions in East Africa. He brought men to reduce that 
part of the country that was in the hands of Mazrui, who 

were governors in the service of the Bani Yaarub, the 
rulers of Oman before the Busaidy. Sd. Sultan was 
assassinated in the Persian Gulf on 13 Shaaban 1219/20 
November 1804. He left three children: Salim, Said and 
Hamad. Salim died in Rajab 1236. 

6. Said Talib : He was governor of Rustak in the time of Sd. 
Sultan bin Ahmad and of Sd. Said bin Sultan and he got 
on very well with them. He left no offspring. His mother 
was an Indian. He was whole brother of Sd. Hilal. 

7. Sd. Muhammad : He was the first member of the Imam’s 
family to be brought to govern these territories. He came 
to East Africa in the year 1198/1784 on the instructions 
of Sd. Said bin Ahmad. He worked hard until the chief 
Mazrui signed a paper admitting that the mazrui were 
subject to the Busaidy. Then he died in Lamu, where 
his grave can still be seen. His mother was Arab- 
Umeyriyya. 


2. His mother 


Sd. Said bin Sultan’s mother was Lady Ghaniye bint Seyf 
bin Muhammad bin Said bin Muhammad bin Khelef. She was 
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closely related to Sd. Said by birth; and was the true aunt of 
Sd. Hamud of Bububu, whose full name was Sd. Hamuud 
bin Ahmad bin Seyf. This lady lived to a great age and her 
son is still alive. Sh Hamed bin Muhammad bin Razik relates 
that when Sd. Said left Oman on his last journey ne took leave 
of his mother telling her that they would not meet again until 
the resurrection, because he felt that he would die either on 
the way or on arrival in Zanzibar, and it fell out as he had 
said. 


His birth 


Sd. Said bin Sultan was born in 1206/1791, the year of his 
father’s accession, in the place called Samail, which is about 
eight miles from Maskat. 


His wives and concubines 


Sd. Said married three wives and took countless concubines, 
It is said that Sd. Said begot a hundred and twenty children 
by his concubines! It is also said that every time one of his 
concubines bore a son he put her away so that she should 
never bear another son to be whole brother to the first. He 
was afraid that two whole brothers might intrigue against the 
others who were not their whole brothers. That is why he would 
put away that concubine. There are no two whole brothers 
among Sd. Said’s children. There are whole sisters and there 
are pairs of a whole brother and a sister too; but the sisters are 
the elder ones, as Lady Khaduji and Sd. Majid, Lady Meyye 
and Sd. Bargash and so on. 


His wives are these only: 


1. Lady Azza bint Seyf bin Imam Ahmad. This lady lived 
at Mtoni, where was!Said’s own personal house. The 
whole administration of this place was under her. The 
children and the concubines had to greet her every 
morning on the balcony of her house. She had a very 
high opinion of herself and respected nobody. She did 
not bear any child and later she took and brought up 
one grandson of her husband Sd. Said, by his ee son 
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3. 


Sd. Hilal. This child was called Sd. Muhammad and 
was Sd. Hilal`s youngest son. It is he that she brought 
up and came to love so much that you would have 
thought that hc was her own child. She was the only 
one of the three who was still his wife at the time of his 
death. She died in Zanzibar shortly after the completion 
of her period of seclusion on his death. 


. The granddaughter of the Shah of Persia—Fateh Ali Shah. 


He married this lady in 1242/July 1827, on condition that 
she should spend the spring of every year in the country 
where her father was, and he was ruler of the whole 
of Persia. In 1247/1832 after Sd. Said’s move to Zanzibar, 
she went straight home and never returned, because of 
a quarrel between her and her stepson Sd. Khalid. 

Lady Shahruzad bint Irish Mirza bin Muhammad Shah: 
granddaughter of another ruler of Persia, Muhammad 
Shah. She was married in 1257/1837 after Sd. Said had 
moved to Zanzibar. She came to Zanzibar in 1265/1849 
with a huge retinue, the men alone were some hundred 
and fifty! She was very beautiful and she refused to wear 
a veil. She used to go out unveiled in daytime! She was 
very fond of hunting and riding on horseback! So she 
was never at home in the daytime, but out riding with 
her slaves, hunting. Sd. Said established her in the town 
and built her a house with Persian Baths and courtyards 
and stables for her horses. This is the house opposite 
the two buildings of the Government Girl’s School, and 
the yard and the stalls for the horses are still there, and 
the Bath too, to witness to the luxury of this lady. 
Because of her great love of hunting in the country, Sd. 
Said also built for her other baths in the country at 
Kijichi and Kizimbani. They are still pleasant and in 
good condition. 


This lady never wore any clothes that were not made for 
her by her personal dressmaker, who lived at Shiraz! In the end 
Sd. Said had had enough of her vanity and when she had gone 
home for a change of air he sent her a letter of divorce. She 
bore Sd. Said no children at all. 

These are the wives that Sd. Said married. There was also 
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one lady to whom he unsuccessfully offered marriage; she was 
Ranavolana Manjaka. In 1248/1833 he sent to Madagascar, Sh. 
Khamis Watan bin Uthman, important personage of these parts 
of East Africa, to ask the hand of this Malagasy princess, who 
had lost her husband, and to ask her assistance in his war with 
the Mazrui by sending some two thousand men. The lady 
replied that she was ready to help him with the troops which 
Sd. Said wanted; but she would not marry him. If he liked 
she could marry him to one of her family. Sd. Said did not 
correspond further with her. This lady Ranavolana died. in the 
time of Sd. Majid in 1286/1869. ; 

At the time of his death Sd. Said left seventy-five concubines, 
In his will he gave instructions that each of them who had 
born children should receive one hundred M.T. dollars (Shs. 
400/-), and to those with small children or none he left the 
estate at Chuini. 

The most notable of these in Zanzibar was Lady Madina, at 
whose house many people were cared for after the death of her 
husband. This lady resided at Mtoni and she did not move 
into town until the death of her master. She remained in town 
until her death in the time of Sd. Hamoud. Her house was on 
the site of the present Power Station. This lady was closely 
related to three of her fellow concubines, the mothers. of Sd. 
Majid, Sd. Hamdan and Lady Salme. All four were Circassians 
from the same place. Each of these ladies left to the other 
the care of her children in the event of her death while they 
were small. Sd. Majid’s mother died when Sd. Majid was.a youth 


of twenty years and his affairs were looked after by lady:‘Salme’s 
mother. ; 


His sons C Ç 


oe noted that people say that Sd. Said had a hundred 
nty children; but those known are less than half this. 
When their father died only thirty-six were alive, eighteen sons 
and eighteen daughters. Those of his sons who are known in 
Zanzibar are twenty-two, those who assisted their . father’s 
government but died while he was still alive are these two : 

1. Sd. Hilal : He was the eldest son and was born, to. an 


` 
's` 


j 
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Assyrian concubine in 1232/1817. His mother, Lady Najmus- 
Sabah, was in charge of the town place called Beyt asSahil. 
This boy came to be greatly loved by his father both because 
he was the eldest and because of his intelligence; so, when he 
went away to East Africa in 1247/1832 he made him regent 
of the whole of Uman and when Seyyid Said had settled in 
East Africa and went to Oman in 1257/1841 it is he that was 
his regent over all his dominions in Africa. 

Unfortunately a quarrel arose between this boy and his 
father, so that inthe > end his father threw him out and would 
have nothing to do with him and he was no longer allowed in 
his father’s house; except that Lady Khadduji used to slip 
him in and give him enough to live on. He was so wrecked 
by drink and other things that his father had no more affection 
for him. On 6 Rajab 1260/23 July 1844 Sd. Said wrote t 
Lord Aberdeen to tell him that he did not wish his African 
rule to pass to his eldest son, Sd. Hilal; but he wanted his 
second son Khalid to inherit his African dominions and his 
third son, Sd. Thuweyn to have his rule over Uman. 

When Sd. Hilal heard this he went to England in Ramadhan 
1261/September 1845 to complain to Lord Aberdeen of his 
father’s action; but Lord Aberdeen did not accept his plea, even 
though Col. Hamerton, the. British Consul, wrote to Lord 
Aberdeen a long letter praising Sd. Hilal showing that he was 
fitter to succeed his father than was Sd. Khalid. 

Failing in his attempt, the young man returned to Zanzibar 
in Rabii I 1262/February 1846 and made his home there until 
his death in 1267/Se, tember, 185Lin Aden harbour when on his 
way to Mecca. Sd. Said was so much grieved on hearing of the 
death of his son/or his anger ceased when the truth was known, 
that it was feared that he would lose his reason. To comfort 
himself Sd. Said took his son’s children and brought them up. 
They were Sd. Suud, Sd. Feysal and Sd. Muhammad. 

CŒ, Sd. Khalic>: He was the second so . He was born in 
1234/1819 of a Cua mother called Khorshid. He was bold 
and harsh. He was fond of trade and so acquired so much 
wealth that he was nicknamed the Banyan. He was one of the 
commanders in the fight with Mombasa in 1252/1837 and that 
with Siyu in 1260/1844. It was he who took over the Govern- 
ment of Africa when Sd. Said went to Uman. He caught 
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pneumonia and died on 20 Jumad al Ukhra 1271/10 March 
1854, while his father was in Uman. He was buried at 
Maukusurani where the children of the royal family are buried 
to this day. 

He lived in the same house where now lives our present 
ruler, Sd. Sir Khalifa bin Harub, and it is he that built this 
house. He also built the lodge at Sebleni, the alHadith mosque 
on the wharf and the buildings in the country at Machui which 
were inherited by his daughters, Lady Farshuu and Lady 
Shambua. They were of different mothers; and Lady Shambua 
was the elder. They died on the same day in the time of Sd, 
Barghash of grief at the treatment that they received from their 
cousin. l 

Of Sd. Said`s children only six became rulers after him, 
two at Maskat and four at Zanzibar. Those who were rulers of 
Maskat are: 

CEA He was the third son, born of an 
Ethiopian—eonc ine jn’ 1235/1820. He never visited Zanzibar. 
He was a model of energy and when he was old enough his 
father made him his deputy over his Umani dominions. He 
ruled Uman from the death of his father 1273/1856 until he 
was killed by his eldest son, Sd. Salim bin Thuweyny, on the 
morning of 28 Ramadhan 1282/14 February, 1866. He was the 
father of Sd. Hemed bin Thuweyny, the sixth Busaidy ruler of 
Zanzibar, who ruled from Shaaban 1310/1893 until his death on 
14 Rabi il awal 1314/August 1896. Seyyid Salim was his eldest 
son and his mother was Lady Ghalye bin Salim bin Sultan. His 
second son was Sd. Harub bin Thuweyny, the father of our 
present royal ruler, Sd. Sir Khalifa bin Harub bin Thuweyny. 
His mother was Lady Ghalye also Sd. Thuweyny married Lady 
Ghayle in 1250/1835. Among the other children of Sd. 
Thuweyny were Sd. Muhammad, Sd. Abdul-Aziz and Sd. 
Hamdan. Seyyid Thuweyny inherited the estate at Kipange. 

His son, Sd. Salim seized the throne on the day that he 
killed „his father; but he lasted only two years and eight months 
before he was killed by Imam Azzan bin Qays bin Imam 
Ahmad in Jumad al ukhra 1215/October, 1868. 

—— 2 
Z. Sd. Tur : He was the fifth son. He was born in 1247/1832 
fan Et iopian concubine. For a long time he lived in Zanzibar 
and then his father sent him to Uman. In 1267/1851 his father 
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appointed him governor of Suhar, a town to the north of 
Maskat. He was ruler of Uman from 8 Dhu ul Qada 1287/30 
Jan. 187] until his death on 24 Ramadhan 1305/5 June, 1888. 

He was the father of Lady Turkiyya bint Turky, mother of 
Sayyid Sir Khalifa bin Harub. The branch of the family derived 
from his second son, Sd. Feisal, rules in Oman to this day. His 
eldest son Sd. Muhammad showed no aptitude for government 
during his father’s lifetime nor after his death, so his younger 
brother Sd. Feisal was chosen as ruler. 

The sons of Sd. Said who became rulers of Zanzibar are as 
follows: I will give their history at length later on if I am 
spared. /“ 

1. Sd. Majid: He was the sixth son. He was born in 1248/1833, 
of a Circassian mother called Sarah. He succeeded as regent on 
the death of Sd. Khalid. He reigned from Sunday 3 Rabii 
1,1273/2 Nov. 1856 until his death on the night before Friday 
11 Rajab 1287/7 Oct. 1870. He was the grandfather of our late 
Queen, Lady Maatuka bint Hamud, whose mother was Lady 
Khamfura bint Majid. He inherited the Kizimbani estate. Sd. 
Majid was the most phlegmatic and the least arrogant of the sons 
of Sd. Said in Zanzibar and so was very popular. His father 
also loved him greatly for these qualities and was also sorry for 
him because of his poor health. He was never fit and often ill, 
his chief trouble being the falling sickness, epilepsy. 

2. Sd. Barghash: He was the seventh son. He was born in 
1252/1837 of an Ethiopian concubine called Fatala. He reigned 
from Monday 14 Rajab 1287/10 Mar., 1881. By his father he 
was left the Pangeni estate. He begot two sons, Seif and Khalid. 
Seif died on 5Dhul Oaada 1298/30 Sept., 1882 and Khalid in 
Ramadhan 1345/March 1927. 

3. Sd. Khalifa: He was the seventeenth of the twenty-two 
known sons. He was born in 1269/1852 of an Ethiopian 
concubine. He reigned from Friday 17 Rajab 1305/30 Mar., 1888 
until his death at Chukwani on the morning of Thursday 22 

Jumad 2 1307/13 Feb., 1890. He inherited from his father 
Kikaangoni estate. On his succession he used to go to the Beitil 
Ajaib by day; but he slept at Malindi until the end of the: 
period of seclusion of lady Moza bint Hemed bin Salim bin. 
Sultan. Then he moved. His son was called Muhammad; he; 
died in Rabii 1, 1324/Feb., 1906. 
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4. Sd. Ali: He was the eighteenth of the twenty-two known 
sons. He was born in 1270/1854 ofan Ethiopian concubine 
called Nur Sabah. He ruled from 28 Tuesday Jumad 2 1307/1% 
Feb., 1890 until his death at 8.30 p.m. on the night before 
Monday 16 Shaaban 1310/6 Mar., 1893. 

Sd. Ali, who was Sultan of Zanzibar, had been called Sd. 
Menin before the death of his elder brother named Sd. Ali, 
“When he died, Sd. Said gave Sd. Menin the name Sd. Ali, 

-There is a mistake in the genealogical table of the Busaidy 
-given by W.H. Ingrams where he gives Sd. Ali senior, Sd. Ali 
junior and Sd. Menin; but Sd. Ali junior and Sd. Menin are 
the same person. Similarly he gives Sd. Suweyd and Sd. Ghalib, 
who is the same person; Suweyd being his name as a child. 
_Again, Sd. Shyn is Sd. Abbas; and Sd. Ahmad is Sd. Hemed. 

Sd. Ali was the last of Sd. Said’s sons to succeed him. He 
inherited the Mzizima estate. 

Those of Sd. Said’s sons who did not represent him in his 
lifetime nor succeed him after his death are : 


1. Sd. Muhammad: His fourth son. He was born in Uman 
in 1241/1826 of an Ethiopian mother. He was very devout and 
occupied himself with religious matters, rejecting all worldly 
things. When he was a young man his father made him governor 
of Suweyk and the neighbouring towns. He came only once to 
Zanzibar, on the death of his father, to superintend and remove 
the inheritance of his brothers who were in Uman. His 
brothers in Uman made him their representative to superintend 
their father’s bequests and to bring to each the share to which 
he was entitled. He came and did as he was instructed by his 
brothers. Each one of Sd. Said’s sons received one of the 
estates in Zanzibar and in addition to the estate he received 
MT 28,958 1/2 ($ 5,429/14/4). 


Sd. Muhammad was the father of Sd. Hamud, seventh 
Busaidy Sultan of Zanzibar, who died on 11 Rabii 2 1320/July 
1902 after a tremendous ceremony for the marriage of his 
‘son in Dhul Hijja 1319. He was the grandfather of Sd. Ali bin 
‘Hamud, eighth Busaidy Sultan of Zanzibar; who died in Rabii 
1,1339/Dec., 1921, and was the father of lady Alye and of Lady 
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Fatme. Lady Fatme died on Saturday 18 Jumad 2,1353/29 Sept., 
1934. His wife was lady Zayyana Muhammad bin Salim bin 
Sultan. 

He inherited from his father the Koani estate. 

2. Sd. Abdulwahhab: He was the eighth of Sd. Said's 
twenty-two known sons. He was born in 1256/1840 of a 
Georgian mother. He was much favoured by Sd. Majid and so 
was made Commander of Sd. Majid’s forces at the battle of 
Machui against Sd. Barghash. He died during the reign of 
Sd. Majid, leaving no children. He revived the suburban house 
at Sebleni and his father’s estate at Kizimbani. He, Sd. Jemshid, 
Sd. Hamdum and Sd. Majid were very close friends. His 
residence was behind the Friday mosque on the wharf. 

3. Sd. Ali: He was born of an Ethiopian mother. From his 
early youth he was always ailing and fianally he died in 
1270/1854 while his father was still alive. That is the year of 
the birth of Sd. Menin. To comfort himself for the loss of his 
son who was dead, Sd. Said gave Sd. Menin the name of Sd. 
Ali. 
4. Sd. Jemshid: He was the tenth of the twenty-two brothers. 
He was born in 1258/1842 of a Georgian mother. From- his 
mother he inherited his European blue eyes and golden hair. 
She was called lady Asha. After the death of her son she was 
married to Sd. Majid’s chief minister, Sh. Suleyman bin Ali 
alDeremky. The boy died of smallpox in Rabii 1, 1275/15 Oct., 
1858 when he was only seventeen. 

5. Sd. Hamdan: He was the eleventh son of Sd. Said. He 
was born in 1259/1843 of a Circassian mother closely related 
to the mother of Sd. Majid and of lady Salme. He lived only 
sixteen years. He was struck down with smallpox in Rabbi 
1, 1275/1858 when he was only a boy. In that year there was 
serious epidemic of smallpox in Zanzibar and many people 
died; infected by the Arabs (Wasuri) who used to come to 
East Africa following the North East monsoon and South West 
monsoon winds. 

His mother lived long after her son and was generally 
known as “Bwana Hamdan’s mother.” In the past once a 
concubine had born a child to her master she was no longer 
called her name but as “the mother of Bwana so and sq’ ’ if 
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it was a son; or “the mother of Lady so and so” if it was à 
daughter. 

6. Sd. Ghalib: He was the twelfth of Sd. Said’s sons, He 
was born of an Ethiopian mother in 1261/1845 and died oy 
Sunday 2 Shawal 1286/5 Jan., 1870 when he was only twenty-five. 
He was whole brother to lady Methle. On his birth she was 
stricken with paralysis and remained in this condition for many 
years. They cared for their mother very kindly. Sd. Ghalib 
and Sd. Suweydy are the same. 

7. Sd. Abdul-Aziz: The thirteenth son of Sd. Said of those 
who are known. He was born in 1266/1850, and his mother 
died a few days later. He was brought up by his stepsister 
Lady Khole bint Said, the whole sister of Sd. Hilal. He was a 
great trouble maker stirring it up and consorting with others 
who did so. He gave a lot of trouble to his elder brothers. 
when they succeeded their father, doing all he could to cause 
disaffection in their country so as to gain the throne from 
them for himself. When Sd. Barghash rebelled against Sd. 
Majid in 1276/1859 and fought against him at the battle of 
Machui, Sd. Abdul-Aziz was the only one of his brothers to 
support him. When Sd. Barghash was defeated both of them 
were taken on Thursday 17 Rabii 1276/14 Oct., 1859 and sent 
to be imprisoned in Bombay. They were treated with respect 
and each received an allowance of $ 100 a month. Later they 
asked pardon of Sd. Majid and this he granted. They returned 
to Zanzibar at the end of 1277/1861 and he lived at Malindi 
in the house on the left of the Asian hospital (the Nasser Noor 
Muhammad Dispensary), while Sd. Barghash lived in the house 
on the right of the house where now lives our present ruler, 
Sd. Sir Khalifa bin Harub. 

He was not satisfied with kindness that he had received and 
made a further attempt to make trouble, so he was banished 
from Zanzibar to Uman in 1281/1865. Here he gave no 
peace to the ruler, Sd. Turky; but gathered a large force 
of Arabs and for a short time fought against his brother. 
Then, as before, he was beaten. Said Turky banished him 
from Uman at the beginning of 1288/1871 and sent him to 


Bombay, where he lived until his death. He was confined to 
Bombay and its Vicinity. 
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He lived until all Sd. Said`s sons were pone and his grand- 
children had begun to succeed. On the death of Sd. Humud, 
he was asked by the Governor of Bombay what proposals there 
were for the succession and he answered boldly “He with the 
longest sword dcscrves to succeed.” He died at Bombay 
Muharam 1325/Jan., 1907 when he was fifty-nine and the last 
surviving son of Sd. Said. 

He left two daughters, Lady Meyya and Lady Threyye, who 
were born and brought up in Maskat and who then went to 
India to live with their father. On his death they moved here 
in the time of Sd. Ali bin Hamud. They lived at Malindi 
Mizingani, each known as the lady from Bombay. Lady Threyye 
died first and her elder sister long after, in Jumad 1, 1352/Oct., 
1933. 

On the division of the estates he inherited that at Masingini; 
and Lady Khole, who brought him up, left him her estate at 
Kizimbani. 

8. Sd. Abdalla: He died during his father’s lifetime. 

9. Sd. Hemed: He died in the time of Sd. Barghash. He 
inherited the estate at Selem. He left some daughters. 

- 10. Sd. Talib: He was one of the brothers in the confidence 
of Sd. Barghash. He died in the time of Sd. Barghash. 

11. Sd. Abbas: He was the nineteenth son of Sd. Said and 
one of the boldest. He died early in the reign of Sd. Barghash 
and his house was in the quarter of the Friday Rosa of 
Malindi. 

12. Sd. Nasor: He was the twentieth son. He was born in 
1271/1854 of an Ethiopian mother, who died fin childbirth. 
He was brought up by his stepsister Lady Khadduji, whole 
sister of Sd. Majid; so he went with him to Bombay in 
1283/1866. During the reign of Barghash he made the pilgri- 
eg to Mecca with Lady Khadduji and both of them died on 
it, Lady Khadduji at Madina and he at Mecca, He inherited 
a Bumbwi estate. 

13. Sd. Abdul-Rab: He was the twenty-first son. On the 
division of the estates he inherited that at Langoni. He lived at 
Malindi opposite the present Power Station. He died at the end 
of the time of Sd. Barghash. 

. 14. Sd. Bedran: He was Said' youngest son. He was 
unpredictable, but very intelligent and clever. All his brothers, 
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big and small feared and respected him and would do nothing 
to cross him. He died on 15 Jumad 2, 1303/1886 when he was 
only thirty. He was the last of the sons of Sd. Said who did 
not succeed him, to die in Zanzibar. He inherited the Mkadini 
estate. He left one son called Sd. Majid, who died in 1318/1901 


and one daughter, Lady Farshuu, who died on 9 Shaaban 
1342/March 1924. 


Additional note 


Of the sons of Sd. Said who were survived by sons are Sd. 
Hilal, Sd. Thuweyny, Sd. Muhammad, Sd. Turky, Sd. Barghash, 
Sd. Khalifa, Sd. Ali (Ali junior) and Sd. Bedran. Those who 
left daughters only are Sd. Khalid, Sd. Majid, Sd. Abdul-Aziz 
and Sd. Hemed. Those of his daughters who left issue are 


Ladies Zuweyna, Rayye, Sharife, Methle, Salme, Sweyduu and 
Ghaluje. 


His daughters 


The known daughters of Sd. Said are nineteen. 

1. Lady Zuweyna: His eldest child. She was born at Maskat 
and lived there with her father. Then she was married to Sd. 
Suud bin Ali bin Seyf bin Imam Ahmed, Sd. Said’s Governor 
of the town of Rustak. After her husband was killed in 1448] 
1832 she moved to Zanzibar and came to live with her father. She 
made her home at Mtoni. When her father died she was left 
the Mtoni estate. Sd. Ali bin Suud of Mtoni, who is known to 
everyone in these islands is Sd. Said’s grandson by this his 
eldest child, Lady Zuweyna bint Said bin Sultan. This lady 
died in the time of Sd. Barghash when she was over eighty 
and her son died at seventy, on Jumad 1301/1884 about same 
time as his mother. 

2. Lady Reyye: Whole sister of Lady Zuweyna. She was 
born at Maskat like her sister and married there to Sd. 
Muhammad bin Salim bin Sultan, son of her father’s younger 
brother. Then she moved to Zanzibar with her husband and 
they made their home there in the time of Sd. Majid. She 

lived at Kiponda with her husband and remained there after his 
death. Then inthe time of Sd. Hamuud she moved to the houses 
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that are now the Government Girls’ School. She bore her 
husband twelve sons all of whom died in infancy. Those of her 
children who survived were Ladies Threyya and Shawana. She 
died at the end of Sd. Hamuud’s reign when she was over 
ninety. 

3. Lady Sharife: She was born of a Circassion concubine. 
She was so intelligent that her father frequently consulted her. 
She never travelled without him; when he was in Zanzibar, she 
was there; when he went to Maskat, she accompanied him, if 
he was on the sea, she was in the same ship. Eventually she was. 
married to a member of the family and bore him a son. She 
died before the death of her father. 

4. Lady Sheykha: One of the eldest of Sd. Said’s children. 
She inherited the estate at Masingini. She was so devout that she- 
did not touch anything that did not belong to her. So she: 
behaved thoughout her adult life; but in her youth she was very 
difñcult. She dressed in men’s clothes and made as much of a 
nuisance of herself as did male ruffians. She died in the time 
of Sd. Hamuud. She lived at Kiponda in the house of Abdul- 
Rahman Turky. 

5. Lady Asha: Whole sister of Sd. Hilal and Lady Khole; 
but much older than they. She had a gift for settling disputes: 
peacefully, so her father used her as referee when the women of 
the house quarrelled. She was extraordinarily fond of her 
brother Sd. Hilal. She was fond of looking after children; so 
she brought up her sister lady Nunuu when her mother died. 
Later she was married to Sd. Hemed bin Salim bin Sultan, the 
son of her father’s younger brother. She lived at Malindi 
Mizingani in the house where now lives Sh. Suud bin Ahmed 
al Busaidy. This house was known as Lady Asha’s house. She. 
inherited the Kinooni estate, and she died in the time of Sd. 
Khalifa bin Said on 9 Rajab 1303/April 1886. 

6. Lady Khole: She was unbelieveably pretty. It is said that 
her beauty was so amazing that anyone who caught a glimpse: 
of her, lost all his senses and stared at her with his mouth and 
his eyes wide open. It is said that some Arabs were playing. 
razha, a sword dance in the courtyard of the Beitil Sahil (Sd. 
Said's town palace) when one of the players glancëd up and 
saw Lady Khole. He was so dumb-founded that he rested -his- 
chin on the butt of his spear, which was on his foot and pierced. 
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it without his knowing it. All ofa sudden the others saw the 
blood and that the young man was badly hurt, and he was 
taken home. 

Lady Khole was greatly appreciated by her father for her 
administrative capacity; so into her hand was put the organiza- 
tion of the Beitil Sahil on the death of her Assyrian mother, 
Najmu Sabah, who had been in sole charge of this house. This 
lady refused to be married to anyone, although her hand was 
sought by a mass of important people. 

After her father’s death she joined Sd. Barghash against Sd. 
Majid and did all in her power to depose him; she did every- 
thing possible to help Sd. Barghash in the battle of Machui. 
She brought up Sd. Abdul-Aziz and that is why Sd. Abdul-Aziz 
opposed Sd. Majid. She died in the time of Sd. Barghash in 
1292/1875; she inherited the Kizimbani estate. She l lived in 
Beit-Thani, the house built by Sd. Said for his Persian wife. 
Sd. Barghash had a very high opinion of her; he listened to all 
she had to say and gave her anything she wanted. 7 

7. Lady Khadduji: Whole sister of Sd. Majid, but many 
years older than he. She was very fond of her brothers, so she 
brought up her brother Sd. Nasor when his mother died. In the 
time of Sd. Barghash, she went to Mecca and died at Madina. 
She lived behind the Friday Mosque on the wharf. 

8. Lady Meyye: Whole sister of Sd. Barghash, with whom 
She lived until he became Sultan. She was too gentle and 
intelligent to side with either Sd. Barghash or Sd. Majid; 
although she was elder sister of both of them. She did her best 
to prevent [Sd. Barghash rebelling against Sd. Majid, but 
without success. She inherited the Kitope estate. During the 
reign of her brother she lived at Malindi and then she moved 
to Kiponda kwa Masonara. She died at Kiponda in Muharram 
1324/Jan 1906 a few days before Sd. Abdul-Aziz. 

9. Lady Shawana: Whole sister of Sd. Ali senior. She was 
very generous, fair and just. She was strong and fine- “looking. 
Of her brothers she inclined most to Sd. Majid. 

10. Lady Zeyana: She and her younger sister Lady Zem- 
zem, were born at Maskat of an Ethiopian mother. She was 
gentle and kind and did much for the sick and the poor. She 
died in Zanzibar while her father was still alive. 

11. Lady Zemzem : Whole sister of Lady Zeyana. She was 
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so fond of her slaves that she left part of her property in trust 
for them. She had more slaves than any of her sisters because 
she was very rich: she was given part of the property of her 
husband, Sd. Hammud, and then inherited from him on his 
death. She was greatly loved and respected by her husband. The 
present customs Office building belonged to Sd. Hamuud and 
he lived there with Lady Zemzem, whom he married in the 
time of Sd. Majid on 14 Rabii 1, 1281/18 Aug., 1865, when she 
was thirty. This Sd. Hamuud is Sd. Hamuud bin Ahmed of 
Bububu son of Sd. Said’s uncle. 

This lady was very fond of Sd. Khalid bin Barghash and 
twice persuaded him to seize the throne unconstitutionally. 
When Sd. Khalid was banished she was very sad and sent some 
Of her servants to serve him in exile. From that time she 
tefused to accept her allowance from the government and 
quarrelled with all her brothers and sisters who did so in failing 
to keep the hot on the boil. It is not necessary it is Idiom. She 
died in the time of Sd. Ali bin Hamuud, in Safar 1325/March 
1907. She inherited the Popo estate from her father. She lived 
at Hurumzi behind the Beitil Ajaib until the time of Sd. Hemed 
bin Thuweyny, who took her away from there and gave her 
the house where now lives prince Sd. Abdalla; there she lived 
till her death. She was as greatly respected by Sd. Hemed as 
had been Lady Reyye by Sd. Hamuud. 

12. Lady Methle: Whole sister of Sd. Ghalib. She was 
married on the same day as her elder sister, Lady Zemzem, on 
14 Rabii 1, 1281/1865 to Sd. Muhammad bin Ahmed, another 
son of Sd. Said’s uncle. At this time she was about twenty-five 
or a little more. She bore her husband many children of whom 
the two eldest sons to survive were Sd. Abdulla and Sd. Hilal, 
both born in the time of Sd. Majid. Sd. Abdalla died in the time 
of Sd. Hemed bin Thuweyny and Sd. Hilal later. Their mother 
died after them, at Madina in 1311/1894. Her share of the inheri- 
tance was the Mkanyageni estate. She strongly supported Sd. 
Barghash against Sd. Majid as the time when Sd. Majid pro- 
posed to deport him from Zanzibar; but she was unsuccessful. 

13. Lady Nunnu: She was born at Mtoni and was blind 
from birth to death. Her mother was a Georgian concubine 

called Taj because of beauty. She was very pretty and Said 
loved her so much that her head was turned and she became 
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disrespectful and unkind. God requited her by giving her å 
blind child. This broke her heart and distressed her so much 
that it caused her death while her child was still in arms. She 
was brought up by her stepsister, lady Asha, whole sister of 
Sd. Hilal. 

14. Lady Salme: She was born on 14 Shaban 1260/30 Awg., 
1844 of a Circassian mother who was closely related to Sd. 
Mayid’s mother. She lived at Mtoni with her mother, until Sd, 
Majid’s mother died, when they moved into the town, when 
she was a child of seven. They lived in the Beitil-Sahil, then 
in the Beit-Watoro until the death of their father and the access- 
ion of Sd. Majid. In the Beitil-Sahil, Lady Salme was a familiar 
friend of her elder sister Lady Khole. Then Lady Khole so work- 
ed on her mind that she began to loathe Sd. Majid although he 
was more related to her. She was involved with Sd. Barghash 
in his intrigues against her own brother, and when Sd. Barghash 
was imprisoned by Sd. Majid before the battle of Machui, it was 
the Ladies Salme and Khole who schemed to release him from 
gaol and whisk him off to the Machui estate where he 
organised the attack upon his brother. If it had not been for 
these ladies, Salme and Khole, this battle would never have 
taken place; for a ship was ready in the harbour to take Sd. 
Barghash away, only waiting for day to dawn. 

On the division of her father’s property she received the 
Kizimbani estate. Like the others she had her own personal 
house where she lived with her mother and a host of Slaves. 
After her mother’s death in 1276/1859 she remained alone in 
the house behind the Fort which has been amalgamated with 
several houses which are now used as the offices of the Public 
Works and of Agriculture. It used to be known as Hansing 
House. She had no one to control or correct her if she erred, 
although she was only sixteen. After a few years events occurred 
of such moment that it was desirable for her to leave Zanzibar 
in haste. 

She wrote a pathetic letter and sent it to the captain of the 
British naval ship H.M.S. Highflyer, which was in the har- 
bour and about to weigh anchor. She told the captain what 
had ‘happened and asked him to give her a passage to Aden 
in his ship. After much thought the captain decided to take 
her and to save her life. On parting with her he arranged for 
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her to come early the next morning, which in Zanzibar was 
celebrated as Nauruz. At first light she told two of her slaves 
to have a canoe ready for her to have her new year bath and 
this they did. When she reached the warwhip a ladder was let 
down for her, she went on board and anchor was weighed 
immediately. The slaves cried out, thinking that she was being 
abducted. This was on Friday 16 Jumad 2, 1283/26 Oct., 1866. 
On arrival at Aden the captain set her ashore, weighed anchor 
and left. 

Meanwhile in Zanzibar Herr Heinrich Reute, the German 
Secretary of Hansing and Co, packed up her things and follow- 
ed her to Aden. When they met in Aden the lady became a 
Christain and called herself Emily Reute. Then they went on 
to Hamburg and settled there until her husband, Heinrich 
Reute died in 1287/1870. The Lady then had great difficulty 
in getting a living for herself and her children. She turned to 
weaving and authorship and she changed the name of her late 
husband from Reute to Ruete. It is at this time that she wrote 
in German her book, “Memoirs of an Arabian Princess”, from _ 
which I have derived much of what I have written above about 
the children of Sd. Said. 

When the German Government began to annex these 
countries, it took Lady Salme as bait for obtaining control 
over part of Sd. Said’s dominions. It repeatedly told the 
consuls in Zanzibar to instruct Sd. Barghash to hand over to 
Lady Salme her rights in the estate of her father and of her 
brothers who had died ; but Sd. Barghash always gave evasive 
or confusing replies and totally denind that she was his sister. 
Finally, in Shawwal 1302/Aug., 1885 five German warships 
appeared, Storch, Gneisenau, Elizabeth, Prinz Adalbert and 
Bismark, and anchored in Zanzibar harbour with orders to 
open fire if the German demands were not met. Lady Salme 
and her three children with Commodore Paschen landed and 
brought their demands to Sd. Barghash. These were the cession 
of Usagara and Witu and a payment of £ 20,000 to Lady Salme. 
After a lot of haggling the commodore agreed that she should 
have £ 6,000, although Sd. Barghash wanted it to be only £ 600. 
Eventually they agreed to Rs. 80,000, which Sd. Barghash 
paid to get out of his trouble. He also agreed to cede Usagara 
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and Witu. Two or three days later the threat of naval action 
was removed and people could breathe again. 

Sd. Barghash would not allow his people to entertain Lady 
Salme, so she found every house closed against her, the doors 
bolted and the windows shut and within a continual sound of 
wailing. The only house where she was welcomed was that of 
Mame Bwana Hamdan’s mother, for she and Lady Salme were 
closely related (The quarter called Mwembe Ladu is so named 
because Hamdan’s mother’s s:aves used there to sell all sorts 
-of sweets (Ladu). She was a keen business women). 

She was also received by her father’s slaves at Mtoni. The 
Muazzin of Mtoni burst into tears when he saw her. He em- 
braced her warmly and sobbed over her. 

This lady lived to a great age and eventually in 1340/1922 
the Zanzibar Government granted her an allowance of £ 100 
a year, until her death on 23 Rajab 1342/Feb 1924 when 
she was eighty-two years old. She was the last survivor. of 
Sd. Said’s children, and none of the others reached this age, 
except herself, and ladies Sheykha and Reyye. She had three 
children, two daughters and a son called Mr. Rudolf Said 
Reute. He lived in England chiefly as a university lecturer 
in history and asa writer of the history of Uman particularly 

concerning his grandfather Sd. Said. He came to Zanzibar in 
Shawal 1348/Mar 1930. i 

When this lady ran off they made up derisive songs. Among 
these is: | 

“It is marvellous how that which was guarded, guarded by 
the whole town itself, escaped from the guardhouse, to turn off 
and stay with a thief. The thief lifted his eyes and the well- 
guarded said, “Thief steal me quickly; let me come to your 
home to be guarded.” 

“At home there are log and chain, and the yoke—God pre- 
‘serves me—they are painful. There are many sorts of penalty 
and wasting of flesh. Thief, steal me quickly; let me come to 
your home to be guarded.” ae 

“The thief asked her, How did you get here ? This is a 
marvel I know not how you did it. How in the darkness did 
you find the way ? How did you reach this Place ? It is truly a 
marvel.” 
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15. Lady Sweduu: She was married to the son of her 
cousin, Sd. Abdall bin Muhammad bin Salim bin Sultan, 
known in Zanzibar as Sd. Abdalla of Kwambani. The estate 
was on the site of Donge School. She bore her husband only 
one child, a daughter who died young. She lived with her 
husband at Malindi Mizingani at the second house past the 
customs house on the Malindi road. 

16. Lady Ghaluje: She was married in the time of Sd. 
Barghash to Sd. Hemed bin Muhammad bin Salim bin Sultan, 
son of her cousin. She very shortly bore him a son called Sd. 
Salim. She lived with her husband at Malini Mizingani opposite 
the present power station. Her portion was Salem estate. She 
died young in the time of Sd. Barghash. 

17. Lady Shambua : She inherited the Uchukuni estate. She 
isnot the Lady Shambua daughter of Sd. Khalid with her 
sister Lady Farshuu who had the Machui estate. This Lady was 
their aunt. Lady Shambua lived at Malindi Kiponda beside 
the house of Sd. Khalifa bin Said. 

18. Lady Meyra: She died young in the time of Sd. 
Barghash. She took the name of her grandmother, lady Meyra 
binti Imam Ahmed. It means Mirror (mirror has been derived 
from an Arabi word). 

19. Lady Farshuu : She was the last of Sd. Said’s daughters: 
but older than many of his sons who were born after her. Sd. 
Said begot many daughters first and then had many sons. She 
lived with Sd. Khalife bin Said at Kiponda. Her estate was at 
Mituleni. 


His Accession 


S. Sultan, Sd. Said’s father was killed by pirates in the 
Persian Gulf on Thursday 13 Shaban 1219/20 Nov., 1804. He 
left three minor sons, Sd. Salim aged fifteen, Sd. Said aged 
thirteen and Sd. Hemed who was much the youngest. Before 
his death he strictly charged his sister, Lady Moza bint Imam 
Ahmed to care for his children and he chose Sh. Muhammad 
bin Naser alJabry, a relation of his mother to be regent for the 
children. But when it was known that Sd. Sultan bin Imam 
Ahmed was dead, all his enemies rose against his Government. 
The. most powerful of these was Sd. Keys bin Imam Ahmed, 
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his own brother. He took town after town of those under his 
brother's government. 

When Lady Moza saw this, she advised Sh. Muhammad bin 
Nasor to hand the regency over to Sd. Badr bin Syf bin Imam 
Ahmed, who would be able to defy Sd. Keys and defeat his 
forces. Sh Muhammad and the children accepted this advice. 
Lady Moza sent a letter with messenger to Sd. Badr to ask 
him to assume the regency for the children until they would be 
grown up. Sd. Badr was delighted, seeing this as a chance to 
assume the rule but not to relinquish it again. He came with 
his Wahabi supporters and fought and defeated Sd. Keys. He now 
had the field to himself and was ready to spread himself far and 
wide. But he saw that the children were there, watching his every 
move. So he sent Sd. Salim to the town of Almasnaa (Lumsen- 
eh) to be its governor; and he sent Sd. Said to be governor 
of the Port of Barka. He set them far apart so that they should 
not combine to plan his removal when they thought themselves 
old enough. The young men held these governorships for two 
years. 

Their aunt, lady Moza, was vexed when she found that Sd. 
Badr had turned against them. She called Sd. Said, who was 
the brightest and boldest and advised him to kill Sd. Badr, and 
she told him how to do it, and she fixed a day for him to come 
to Barka. Sd. Salim approved this plan and they arranged 
everything necessary, referring all their plans back to their 
aunt and Sh. Muhammad bin Naser, before they were put into 
action. 

When all was arranged, they invited Sd. Badr to come 
officially to Barka, and he came. In conversation somebody 
said to Sd. Badr, “May I see your dagger ?”. Immediately Sd- 
Badr gave it to him, Sd. Said lept upon him and stabbed him 
with his dagger; but he was unable to find a vital spot and only 
made a long wound on his arm. On this Sd. Badr hastily mount 
ed and galloped away with Sd. Said and his companions with 
Lady Moza in pursuit. Sd. Said pierced his back with a spear and 
he fell from his horse, whereupon they fell on him and killed 
him, in the month of Jumad 1 1221/31 July 1806. At the 
beginning of Jumad 2/Aug., 1806 Sd. Said and his brother 
jointly succeeded to their father’s position ; but all decisions 
were made by Sd. Said alone. Sd. Salim ruled in name only 
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and even official letters carried the name of Sd. Said alone. 
This amicable arrangement continued until the death of Sd. 
Salim bin Sultan. 

Sd. Salim was born in 1204/1789 and died of paralysis in 
the town of Maskat on Wednesday in Rajab 1236/Apr., 1821. 
Thereafter Sd. Said was the sole ruler of the whole of Oman, 
for his younger brother, Sd. Hemed, had died in the battle of 
Bahrein in 1231/1816. In Rajab 1248/Dec., 1832 Sd. Said began 
tohave his seat of government alternately in Zanzibar and 
Maskat. 


His ministers 
(a) His governors of Zanzibar before his own move thither 


Each of these governors was also known by the title of 
Hakin ( judge ). The governors were : 

1. Sh. Yakut bin Ambar AlHabshy : an Ethiopian euma 
slave whom he obtained in the division ofthe estate of Sd. 
Badr bin Syf. Captain Thomas Smee of the Cuiser Ternate 
found this Sh. Yakut bin Ambar, Judge, when he came to 
Zanzibar in 1226/1811. 

2. Sh. Ambar bin Sultan the Ethiopian : Sd. Said’s = 
slave. He became governor onthe death of his fellow slave 
Sh. Yakut ; but after two years he too died. Sh. Sultan 
Muhammad mentions them, in one of his verses, saying : 


“How powerful were the Ambars : Yakut and Almasi 
who were made ministers, who rode on horses 
and were puffed up, beyond measure.” 


and the “Shindwa”’ dancers sang when Seyyid Said imprisoned 
Almas :— 


“‘Almasi—has been imprisoned he was very anxious to get 
pawpaw and pineapple.” 


’ 3. Sh. Abdalla bin Juma bin Amur alBarwany : He became 
governor on the death of Sh. Ambar. It is he who saved for Sd. 
Said, from the Madagascans, all the ports of Mrima 
(Tanganyika) coast. This governor had a brother, named 
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Sh. Muha‘d, a great war monger. Sh. Said was afraid that Sh. 
Abdalla was becoming too powerful ; he gave him the reward 
of his deeds and dismissed him from the governorship. 

4. Sh. Ali bin Nasser al Jabry : a relation of his maternal 
grandmother, he moved him from Oman to take over the 
governorship from Sh. Abdalla bin Juma alBarwany. He died 
after three years. 

5. Sh. Khalfan bin Suleyman al Abry : He was not there 
long before people were tired of the behaviour of him and his 
relation, called Sh. Saleh bin Haramil al Abry. When Sd. Said 
came over here and was told about him, he arrested Sh. Khal- 
fan and imprisoned him until his death. But Sh. Saleh escaped 
to the Mrima coast and there lived a roving life until he met 
a Frenchman called M. Sause, with whom he went to Reunion, 
where he came across clove trees. When he left he brought a 
lot of plants ‘to Sd. Said, who was much pleased and planted 
them in his Mtoni and Kizimbani estates, he pardoned Sh. 
Saleh for his offences and ordered him to build him a palace, 
at Mtoni, because he was going to move from Maskat to 
Zanzibar. So it was this Sh. Saleh bin Haramil who brought 
clove plants, of which there are now in Pemba and Zanzibar 
between three and three and a half million, producing 
some 9,400 tons. But they are now dying all over the 
place. 

Major M.B. Pearce in his book, “Zanzibar the Island 
Metropolis of Eastern Africa;’’ has this person’s name wrong. 
He calls him Haramil bin Saleh; but he was Saleh bin 
Haramil. 

6. Sh. Muhammad bin Nassor al Maawly: He became 
governor on the imprisonment of Sh. Khalfan. Captain Owen 
of H.M.S. Barracouta found him governor when he came to 
Zanzibar in 1237/1822. In his second year he completely 
subdued the Mazrui of Pemba so it is through his skill and 
courage that Pemba came into Sd. Said’s hands. 

7. Sd. Nasor bin Hemed bin Said bin Hemed bin Khelef al 
Busaidy: elder brother of Sd. Sulayman bin Hemed, chief 
minister of Sd. Said, Sd. Majid and Sd. Barghash. He was the 
last governor before Sd. Said moved to Zanzibar. 
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The Winyi Wakuu (pl. of Mwinyi Mkuu) 


The Winyi Wakuu were the rulers of Zanzibar before the 
arrival of the Busaidy governors. When these governors arrived, 
these rulers were allowed to continue with jurisdiction only 
over their Hadim subjects, others being under the jurisdiction 
of the governors. Each Mwinyi Mkuu had to pay one dollar 
(about Shs. 4/50) for each adult Hadimu; of this tax each 
Mwinyi Mkuu used to take two dollars from each adult subject, 
annually, one for himself and one for the Sultan. 

Originally the Winyi Wakuu were Persian rulers who had 
obtained control of these areas. Later some of the ladies of this 
aristocracy were married to Sherifian husbands and became the 
mothers of the last Winyi Wakuu. That is why they used to 
write the title alAlawy after their names. 

These Winyi Wakuu used to be called by four names. In 
their own letters they signed as Sultan. . . . So too the Busaidy 
kings and their governors addressed them in letters as Sultan. . 
But the important personages of their court would address 
them as King.... Others, whether their subjects or no used 
to address the ruler of the Hadimu as Jumbe or Mwinyi Mkuu, 
without. saying his name. When they were greeted orally, 
Mwinyi only was used without Mkuu, as, “Nashika moo, 
Mwinyi” (I hold your feet, Mwinyi). He would answer “Mwinyi 
Mkuu Sayid”, meaning “The ruler above me is the Sayyid in 
the city.” Moo in old Zanzibar Swahili is used in both singular 
and plural for mguu. To this day older women sing at weddings, 
“Tumwoshe moo bwana, kwa maji ya Zamzam’’. (We will wash 
the bridegroom’s feet, in water of Zamzam.) This “‘Nashika 
moo” is the “Shikamoo” used to-day. 

The Winyi Wakuu were treated with much more respect by 
their subjects than are present Kings. They never went out - 
Without ceremony and when they did go out every subject who 
met them had to kneel before them, and anyone up a tree or 
upstairs in a house had to come down and do the same as 
those already on the ground. Nor might they get up until they 
were some way past. The elders of a town going to call on the 
Winyi had to kneel down as they approached. They used to 
creep on one foot at a time, bareheaded, until they were near 
enough to greet them with very great respect, repeating. 
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““Nashika moo, Mwinyi”, the Mwinyi answering, “Mwinyi 
Mkuu Saydi”. Only then were they allowed to sit and speak 
with the Mwinyi of the affairs of their area. 

When Sd. Said came to Zanzibar the Winyi Wakuu became 
his Ministers—of Hadimu affairs—and they were a sort of 
petty ruler under him, for he did not enter into Hadim affairs 
further than to ensure that he received the one dollar Poll tax 
from each adult subject, which they paid. The names were 
mentioned with those of the Busaidy rulers in the Id and Juma 
sermons. These customs perished in the time of Sd. Barghash 
before the death of the last Mwinyi Mkuu. The mosque where 
the Friday worship was performed by them is the Friday 
Mosque on the wharf. 


The Winyi Wakuu of the time of Sd. Said and later are 
these: 


1. Sultan Hasan bin Ahmed bin Sultan bin Hasan al Alawy: 
‘His greatgrandfather Hasan was the first Mwinyi Mkuu to make 
his home in the town, and succeeding Winyi Wakuu followed 
his example. He succeeded in 1122/1710; but the first to give 
‘serious attention to the town with the intention of making it 
the political capital was his mother, Lady Fatma bint Yusuf, 
who was born in 1060/1650 and died in 1122/1710. Before this, 
the town had been an anchorage for fishing vessels. 

When Sultan Hasan bin Ahmed realized that Sd. Said had 
come to live in the town with his ministers and other important 
Arabs, he thought it better himself to move toa place of his 
own, where he could have kept up all the customary fees and 
dues. He moved to Bweni, north of Dunga and made his home 
there. So the Busaidy ruler stayed in the town and the Hadimu 
ruler came at irregular intervals to call on him and to enquire 
after the great ruler of Maskat who was ruler over him and his 
subjects. 


It is Mwinyi Mkuu Hasan who is mentioned in the lullaby— 
“Paper I send you, to King Hasan 

‘who has a straw coloured kanzu, and a smart cane 

For the fault that I committed, I have none to defend me 
My defence is to star, and the son of the Sultan” 
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This Mwinyi Mkuu died in the time of Sd. Said in 
1261/1845 and was succeeded by his younger brother. 

2. Sultan Muhammad bin Ahmed bin Sultan bin Hasan 
al Alawy: He was born in 1199/1785 and acceded on the death 
of his brother. He did not like Bweni, where his brother had 
lived, so he ordered a fine large palace to be built for him at 
Dunga, fifteen and half miles away. Building continued with 
much fuss from 1261/1845 until 1272/1856. Then, after 
slaughtering sacrifices and going through all the customary 
rites, His Majesty moved in to live until his death. This palace 
was destroyed in 1328/1910. 

This Mwinyi Mkuu was known to his important subjects as 
King Muhamadi. He reigned for a long time and was feared 
and respected more than his brother. He did everything to 
increase his subjects’ fear of him, whether or no it was in 
accordance with law or custom. He was still reigning when 
Sd. Said died. He did not die until near the end of the time of 
Sd. Majid. His death occurred in Rabi 1, 1282/Aug., 1865. 

When he died he left one son and five daughters. His son 
was: 

3. Sultan Ahmed bin Muhammad: He was installed in 
accordance with all their custom on 15 Rabil, 1282/Aug., 1865 
and reigned until his death in the smallpox epidemic that occurr- 
ed in the time of Sd. Barghash. He died in the morning of 
Thursday, 29 Dhul Hijja 1289/30, 1873. After his death Sd. 
Barghash did not instal another. All Hadimus came directly 
under Sd. Barghash. His home was in the town with the young 
Arabs of the town. He was known to his people as Mwinyi 
Mkuu Hamadi. 

His daughters were: 

1. Lady Msikiti: She was his eldest daughter. In the time 
of Sd. Majid she was married to Sh. Muhammad bin Ali al 
Barwany and had some children. She inherited an estate at 
Bweni from her uncle, Sultan Hasan, and this she left to her 
Barwany children. 

2. Lady Unguja: In the time of Sd. Barghash she was 
married to Sh. Muhammad bin Seyf as Shaar al Muhellely, 
who later became a minister under Sd. Ali bin Said, Sd. Hemed 
and Sd. Humuud. She inherited her father’s estate at Dunga, 
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which thus came into the hand of Sh. Muhammad bin Seyf, 
who inherited it after her death, 

3. Lady Mwema 

4. Lady Mgeni 

5. Lady Dawa 

These three and their brother Sultan Alimed, died young 
and so all their parents’ property inherited by Lady Msikiti 
alone with Lady Unguja. 


The ministers whom Sd. Said had with him in Zanzikar 


1. Sd. Suleyman bin Hemed bin Said bin Said bin Hemed 
bin Khelef al Busaidy : He was born in 1199/1785 here in East 
Africa. His father was Sd. Sultan’s governor of Zanzibar. His 
brother too, Sd. Nasor bin Hemed, was governor of Zanzibar, 
but under Sd. Said. Thus he was born into the judicial tradition 
and to this day the family is much respected in Uman and 
Zanzibar. Their houses are known as Beit-il Wakil, (the house 
of the Deputy Rulers). These Busaidys are called Ulad-il Wakil 
and those who succeed are called Ulad-il Imam (The sons of the 
Imam). He became Sd. Said’s chief minister on Sd. Said’s 
arrival in Zanzibar until his death; then he was chief minister 
to Sd. Majid, and he continued in this position in the early 
part of the reign of Sd. Barghash; but then he died. 

He was Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior. All the 
governors of East Africa were under him and could not move 
a finger without consulting him and getting his approval, and 
the same is true of Sd. Majid and Sd. Barghash. 

Until his children were old enough Sd. Said often made 
him regent he went to Uman. So did Sd. Majid; also when Sd. 
Barghash went on the pilgrimage to Mecca, he left the govern- 
ment in his hands. He was one of the five executors chosen by 
Sd. Said to carry out his wish after his death. He fulfilled every 
one of Sd. Said’s wishes as he would have wished it done. The 
executors were Sd. Muhammad bin Salim bin Sultan, Lady Azza 
bint Seyf, his wife, Sd. Khalid bin Said, Sd. Thuweyny and 
Sd. Suleyman bin Hemed. It is he who took the risk of making 
Sd. Majid regent of East Africa on the death of Sd. Khalid 
without previous consultation with Sd. Said. He made this 
decision himself with Sd. Hamuud bin Ahmad of Bububu and 


The Busaidy Rulers of Zanzibar 37 


other ministers. Then promptly he called the people together 
and publicly proclaimed him regent. Only then did he send a 
letter to Sd. Said, who approved his actions. Similarly, on the 
death of Sd. Said, it is he that collected the important people 
of East Africa and proclaimed Sd. Majid as his father’s 
successor in East Africa. 

No one but the ruler himself was more respected and feared 
throughout East Africa than he. His word was law and when 
he had spoken that was the end of the matter. His trading 
operations were free of tax and Sd. Majid’s government gave 
him an annual salary of $M.T. 5,000 (£1125). 

In East Africa he was widely known as Suleyman bin 
Hemed. “The log will not move’’, because of his favourite 
metaphor, “A log will not move without rollers”, meaning that 
nothing can be done without planning. The rollers are the poles 
that are forced under a log that is being shifted to make it 
easy to roll. 

His home was at Malindi Mizingani in the two big houses— 
the French consulate. Here he lived until his death. When he 
was overtaken by old age, Sd. Barghash used to visit him at 
Malindi with his brothers and his senior and junior ministers. 

He lived to a great age and died in the month of Ramadhan 
1290/November, 1873, when he was ninety-one years old. He 
left only a single daughter, who did many good works in 
Zanzibar, among them to build mosques and endow them 
generously. One of these was the mosque at Mchangani, which 
she endowed with the great Twentsche building near the Friday 
Mosque. She was called Lady Sherife. In the time of Sd. 
Majid she was married to a close relation of his, Sd. Saleh bin 
Salim bin Saleh bin Hemed. Later she was married to Sd. 
Hemed bin Suleyman, one of the senior ministers of Zanzibar 
and one who retained his post for a long time. In the time of 
Sd. Barghash she went on the pilgrimage and died in Madina. 

2. Sh. Hassan bin Ibrahim al Farsy: When he was young 
he learnt English, navigation and other branches of learning at 
school in Bombay. He turned out to be very good at English, 
navigation and other things, and Said made him captain of 
some of his merchant vessels. He travelled all over the Persian 
Gulf and the Indian Ocean, to the East and to the West; as 
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far as the ports of China. Finally Sd. Said made him admiral 
of his whole fleet and he performed this work very well. 

After his move to Zanzibar, Sd. Said chose Sh. Hasan bin 
Ibrahim to be the tutor and guide of his second son Sd, 
Khalid. He taught Sd. Khalid all that he knew and Sd. Khalid 
was an apt pupil. He became his father’s favourite son and 
he always greatly respected Sh, Hasan. 

Then in 1247/1832 Sd. Said made him Foreign Minister and 
Minister of Commerce. All external and commercial affairs 
came under him, and his decisions were treated as those of Sd. 
Said himself. His name will be found prominently in all old 
books of the history of Zanzibar. 

He was born in 1210/1795 and he died while Sd. Said was 
still alive. His Zanzibar house was near where the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral is now. He left one son. 

3. Sh. Ahmed bin Naaman bin Muhsin bin Abdalla al 
Kaaby al Bahrany: On the death of Sh. Hasan bin Ibrahim he 
took his place as Foreign Minister and Minister of Commerce. 
He had formerly been Commodore of Sd. Said’s merchant fleet, 
as had Sh. Hasan. In this position he visited many ports and 
crossed many oceans. His greatest voyages were to the United 
States of America and France, he was familiar with the Indian 

and Atlantic oceans and the Mediterranean sea. He spoke good 
English and French too. He was a skilled accountant and so 
was one of those who divided Sd. Said’s estate among his 
children. 

He continued to be a minister until his death in 1284/1867 
in the reign of Sd. Majid. He was born at Basra in Iraq in 
1204/1789, so it will be seen that he lived for eighty years. 


He lived at Malindi Kiponda. In 1278/1861 he built the 
house that was to be the Shia Maatem (Matemni as it is known 
in Zanzibar). The Matemni house at Kiponda was the house 
of Sh. Ahmed bin Naaman; but it was not used as the Maatam 
until the time of Sd. Ali bin Hamuud. He was the leader of all 
the Shia in East Africa before the rise of Khan Ali of the 
quarter known as the Khan’s. (Kwa Khani.) 
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His civil service 
The most notable of his civil servants were: 


1. Sh. Said bin Nasor bin Khelef al Maawly: His grand- 
father, Sh. Khelef bin Nasor was governor of Lamu and 
fought much with the Mazrui. His father, Sh. Nasor bin 
Khelef, was governor of Pemba in the time of Sd. Said. His great 
uncle, Sh. Muhammad bin Nasor, was governor of Zanzibar 
and Pemba and it is he that expelled the Mazrui from Pemba. 

2. Sh. Muhammad bin Ahmed Bakashmar: He was born 
in Rabia in 1232/1817, and went up, at last, to be a secretary to 
Sd. Thuweyny. Then Sd. Thuweyny sent him as secretary to 
Zanzibar in 1252/1837, and he did this work well that Sd. Said 
was much pleased with him and promoted him. 

When Sd. Majid succeeded, he made him treasurer, because 
he understood finance. He came to like him so much that he 
took him with him when he went to Bombay in 1282/1865, 
and in Shaaban 1285/1868, he sent him and Sd. Muhammad 
bin Salim bin Sultan to Europe on important political affairs- 
They were treated with much respect by the English ministers, 
and Queen Victoria herself gave a reception for them, which 
was attended by all her ministers and other persons of im- 
portance. | 

When Sd. Barghash came to the throne, he took him away 
from the treasury and made him minister consultant on all 
governmental affairs. He was always in his company and he 
settled him in the house where Prince Sd. Abdalla now resides. 
He sent him to Europe in 1297/1880 on a political mission and 
to buy hima steamer and other things. He bought him the 
ship called “Swordsman” which was eventually sold by Sd. Ala 
bin Said. 

When Sd. Khalifa came to the throne he put everything into 
the hands of Sh. Bakashmar and never said or did anything 
without consulting and agreeing with him. Sd. Hemed bin 
Suleyman was returned to the position of War Minister but 
every matter great or small was under Sh. Bakashmar. Sh. 
Bakashmar was an expert in debate and speaking. When he 
spoke he went on nor did you want him to stop, Sir Charles 
B. Euan Smith, then British Consul, finding Sh. Bakashmar 
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oppo ton to much that he wanted, asked Sd. Khalifa lo 
remove him from Zanzibar, After some argument Sd. Khalifa 

on.ented and Sh. Bakashmar left Zanzibar in 1306/1889 ang 
went to live in Bombay, where he remained for some four years, 
He only returned at the end of the reign of Sd. Ali bin Said, 
after promising to take no further part in politics. 

He lived at Malindi and died there in Dhul Qaada 1326/ 
Dec. 1908, at the age of ninety-four. The mosque that he built 
at g*’ambo Mbuyuni is still Known as the Bakashmar Mosque, 
Hi. -urviving son is Sh. Ali bin Muhammad Bakashmar al 
Abha.y who i now Qadhi of Wete in Pemba. 

Sh. Bakashmar was not only an expert politician, he was 
also a religious scholar and a person of great piety. He was 
much vexed by religious innovations (Bid'a) and urged much 
against them, He fixed the time of the noon prayer at 12.30, 
the afternoon prayer at 3.30, the evening (Isha) prayer at 7 30 
and the morning at 4.30. He was led to do this by his know- 
ledge of astronomy. 


His treasurers 


Sd. Said’s treasurer was a Baluchi army officer called 
Jemadar Tanghai. Sd. Said put great trust in him and liked him 
for his intelligence. The first person to go aboard to meet Sd. 
Said in his ship before he came ashore was this Jemadar Tanghai. 
He would report to Sd. Said all that had occurred in his 
absence and Sd. Said would consider what action to take before 
coming ashore. After the death of Sd. Said, Sd. Majid appointed 
him officer in charge of the great fort of Mombasa. 


The Collectors of Customs at the Port (The Indians of the Port) 


The collectors of customs at the port were almost all 
Indians, so the people of Zanzibar used to call every collector 
of customs at the port a “Port Indian” (Baniani Forodha). 
These Indians rented the ports in the Seyyid’s dominions for 
a period of five years, paying a fixed annual amount. At the 
end of five years the ports were reauctioned and the privilege 
vent lo the highe t bidder. Then the lessees charged fees on all 

nports and made a very good profit indeed. 
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The Port Indians of the time of Sd. Said werc these, listed 
in the order in which they took over the work. 

1. Seth Wat Bania. 

2. Seth Sivji Topan 

3. Seth Jayaram Sivji: He was the eldest son of Sivji Topan. 
Eventually all the rentings of the ports throughout the Busaidy 
dominion, North and South, was taken by this family, 
no Other Indian merchant family ever getting any of it so 
much so that some people no longer referred to Port Indians 
so much as to “Jiram Sewji’’, although Jayaram Sivji himself 
had been long dead. The staff in Zanzibar used to live in the 
port area in the big building of the Government printing press. 

The five yearly rent of the ports went up very greatly. The 
first annual payment made by Wat Bania was $ 70,000 (£ 15,750) 
and the last paid by Jayaram Sivjito Sd. Said was $ 240,000 


{£ 54,000). 
His Qadhis in Zanzibar 
The following are Sd. Said’s Qadhis in Zazibar. 


Some were Ibadhi and some Sunni. Each one held his court 
in his house at any time to suit himself, and every afternoon they 
went to Ngomeni Forodhani to hear the cases of those who 
did not want their cases heard in the Qadhis’ houses. Here too 
came the chief minister, Sd. Suleyman bin Hemed, to listen to 
the judgments delivered in accordance with the tenants of his 
persuasion. 

There were more Sunni Qadhis than Ibadhi in Zanzibar, 
and more Ibadhi than Sunni in Pemba ; because there were 
more Ibadhi in Pemba than in Zanzibar. 

The Qadhis in Zanzibar were as follows 

1. Sh. Abdalla bin Mbaruk bin Abdulla an Nazwy: The 
first Ibadhi Qadhi here in the time of Sd. Said. 

2. Sh. Muhammad bin Ali bin Muhammad al Mandhry: 
Ibadhi Kadhi from the time of Sd. Said until that of Sd. 
Majid. He was the greatest of all the qadhis in these two 
regions. Then his younger brother, Sh. Abdalla bin Ali 
became chief qadhi under Sd. Majid and Sd. Barghash. And 
from the reign of Sd. Ali bin Hamuud until the time of our 
present ruler, H. H. Sd. Sir Khalifa bin Harub, his son called 
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Sh. Ali bin Muhammad held the position of qadhi of 
Zanzibar. So it can be seen that the family of Sh. 
Muhammad bin Ali |is one of great learning and honour 
and well established in Zanzibar before the coming of Sd 
Said. 

He wrote a book on “Tawhid”, which is still read to-day, 
It is called “al Khulasat ud Damigha’’. This he wrote in the 
reign of Sd. Majid. Sh. Ali bin Abdalla wrote a book called 
“ad Duru us Sabigha.’? He died at noon on Sunday 13 Jumad 
2, 1286/22 Aug., 1869. He was buried beside Sd. Hamuud’s 
mosque at Malindi. 


This qadhi lived at Malindi Mizingani near the Electric 
Power Station. 
3: Sh. Hilal bin Said bin Thani bin Araba: He continued 


to be qadhi until the time of Sd. Majid and disputed much with 
Sh. Muhyeddin. 


Sunni Qadhis. 


1. Sh. Muhyeddin bin Sheikh al Kahtany: The Qadhi 
with the highest reputation among all Sunnis until to-day. It is 
hoped that established schools of learning throughout Zanzibar 
and Pemba, and who with Sd. Majid’s help built the Friday 
Mosque at Malindi. The whole of East Africa gave his 
honour without disparaging word. When Sd. Said found that 
he could not rapidly reduce the people of Siyu, he sent Sh. 
Muhyeddin there in 1262/1846 and he arranged a truce. They 
did not oppose him and they made a truce with Sd. Said. Sd. 
Majid too gave him same honour as had his father, or even 
more. When he was disrespectfully treated in the Friday Mosque 
on the wharf he encouraged and helped him to build his own 
Friday Mosque ; and so he built the great Friday Mosque of 
Malindi. 

His best known book is the Chronicle of Kilwa. His work 
best known to scholars of religion in these parts is Sharhe of 
the Khutbaa of the al Minhaji. And his work best known to 
those who celebrate the Hamzia Maulidi is his book of verses. 
He also has a book in Arabic on Ilm us Sarf (grammar). He 
taught this book in the court of the Kaaba of Mecca! 

He lived at Malindi Kiponda from the time of Sd. Said 
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until his death at the end of the reign of Sd. Majid on 27 

haaban 1286/2 December, 1869. 

2. Sd. Ahmed bin Salim: A sharif of the clan of Sd. 
Abubakar bin Salim. He was born in Comoro and lived and 
was educated there. Then he came to Zanzibar and continued 
his education under Sh. Muhyddin. Eventually he married 
a Sharifa of the Shatry. His relations by marriage, the Shatry, 
were very fond of him and made him imam of the Friday 
Mosque on the wharf. They asked Sd. Said to make him Qadhi, 
and he consented. So he became Qadhi of the whole of Zanzibar 
and was a very highly respected Qadhi. Both Muslims and 
non-Muslims accepted his judgments. He continued to be 
Qadhi until his death at the end of the reign of Sd. Majid in 
1287/1870. He lived at Ukutani. Sd. Majid greatly respected 
him and addressed him as ‘‘al Walid” (my Father). He com- 

pleted the Mecca pilgrimage and the Madina visitation on 25- 
Rajab 1252/1837. 

3. Sh. Abdulaziz bin Abdul-Ghany al Amawy: He was born. 
at Brava in 1248/1833. He was educated there and became a. 
scholar. Then he came to Zanzibar and became a pupil of Sh. 
Muhyeddin. Sh. Muhyeddin asked Sd. Said to make him a 
Qadhi and Sd. Said consented. He accepted appointment in 
1266/1850 when he was only eighteen years old. At first he 
was Qadhi of Kilwa under the governorship of Sh. Said bin 
Abdalla al Busaidy. Then he was transferred to Zanzibar, 
where he remained as Qadhi until the reign of Sd. Ali bin Said. 
Then he left the work finally. Sd. Barghash several times 
removed him from his post and then reinstated him; but 
he did not finally dismiss him. The ruler who gave him the 
most respect was Sd. Khalifa bin Said, who considered making 
him one of his ministers. It is even said that he converted Sd. 
Khalifa and made a Sunni of him. 

He wrote many books; but unfortunately none of them was. 
Printed or was widely read. Although some are of “Tawhid,” 
some of “‘Fik-h’’, some of prayers, some in Verse, some on medi- 
cine, some on his travels, and some of history. Sd. Hemed bin 
Thuweyny told him to write a history of Zanzibar from the begin- 
ning of the Busaidy dynasty until his own time. He did so and 
Sd. Hemed bin Thuweyny was so pleased with it that he invested 
him with the Brilliant Star, Third class on 27 shaaban 1311/ 
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7 March, 1894. But where is this book? Unfortunately we Only 
know of it by heresay. We could have obtained much reliable 
information from it. Now we are left to grope about—when 
we see a ray of light we can go forward a step or two, and 
when it is too dark we are in doubt. 

Old scholars of Zanzibar say that no great Sunni scholar 
than Sd. Ahmed bin Sumeyt, Sh. Muhyeddin and this Sh. 
Abdul-Aziz ever settled in Zanzibar, and of these they give first 
place to Sd. Ahmed. What a disaster that not one of his books 
has survived! 

After ceasing to be Qadhi he continued to be highly respected 
and to teach in his house and in the Friday Mosque on the 
Wharf. In those days classes were not attended by so many 
people as, thank God, they now are. He died at the end of the 
reign of Sd. Hemed bin Thuweyny, at 4 a.m. on Wednesday 5th 
Muharram 1314/12 June, 1896. He lived at the Mnara mosque 
at Malindi. He left a worthy son who held his father’s position 
of qadhi from the time of Sd. Ali bin Said until the reign of 
H.H. Sd. Sir Khalifa bin Harub. This son is Sh. Burhan bin 
Abdul-Aziz. This position of qadhi was also held by his relation 
called Sh. Tahir bin Abi bakr bin Abdul Ghany, who died on 
9th Ramadhan 1356/13 Nov. 1937. 


His Qadhis in Pemba 


In those days qadhis of Pemba lived at Chakechake only 
because the other harbour towns were not yet administered. The 
qadhis were as follows :— 

1. Sh. Hemed bin Khalfan al Absy 

2. Sh. Seyf bin Thneyyan al Maawly 

3. Sh. Said bin Abdalla ibn Abdus Salaam 


His Generals 


He had many military commanders ın these parts of Fast 
Africa. The most notable are these: 

1. Sh. Muhammad bin Juma al Barwany: He was military 
commander during the governorship of his brother, Sh. Abdalla 
bin Juma. He fought much in the Mrima ports and totally 
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drove out the Madagascans who had wrested these ports from 


the hands of the Busaidy. 
2. Sh. Khelef bin Nasor al Maawly: Governor of Lamu in 


1227/1812. He fought against the Mazrui leader Sh. Abdalla 
bin Ahmed. 

3. Sh. Muhammad bin Nasor al Maawly: With Sd. Hammad 
he took Pemba from the Mazrui in Ramadhan 1238/May 1823. 

4. Sd. Hammad bin Ahmed ‘Wad Sammar’ al Busaidy: He 
isthe most famous of them all. There is no port north of 
Zanzibar to which he did not lead his forces and fight there; in 
particular, Siyu, Pate. Mombasa and Pemba, and at every one 
he was eventually victorious, except at Siyu on the second 
occasion. He failed to take it, although he greatly reduced its 
power. He came first to these parts in 1238/1824 to take Pate 
from the Mazrui, who had defeated the Nabhany rulers there. 

He took Pate and Pemba also. 

He was killed at Siyu in 1260/1844. He is the grandfather of 
our present Queen, lady Nunuu bint Ahmed bin Hammad bin 
Ahmed bin Hammad bin Ahmed. 

5. Sh. Abdalla bin Sleyyum adh Dhahiry: After much 
fighting in these parts of East Africa he was killed at Siyu in 
1260/1844. It is he that was sent by Sd. Said to fight at 
Mombasa in 1239/1824. He found the fort flying the British flag 
and, not knowing what to do, he anchored his fleet outside the 
harbour. 

6. Sd. Khalid bin Said bin Sultan: Sd. Said’s own son and 
his representative in all his African dominations. I have given 
his story under “His sons’’. 

7. Sh. Nasor bin Suleyman al Ismaily: Governor of Pemba 
and Mombasa. In 1243/1828 he fought against the Mazrui at 
Mombasa. He is the founder of all the Ismaily in Pemba. 

8. Sd. Hemed bin Suleyman bin Hemed al Busaidy: A 
Near relation of the Sh. Suleyman bin Hemed—“‘Mti 
Hawendi”— “Log will not move.” He too fought over the ports 
of East Africa and then for a while he went to Uman. He was 
in Uman when Sd. Said died; and Sd. Thuweyny gave him and 
Sd. Suud bin Hilal bin Said bin Sultan command of his force 
inthe expedition against Sd. Majid. They set out in their 
flagship, a sailing vessel called “Sultan”, with the other ships 
following behind them. On arrival at Lamu they learnt that 
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Sd. Thuweyny`s forces had been stopped by the British and that 
all Sd. Thuweyny`s fleet had returned to Maskat. They had no 
choice but to submit to Majid and to become his servants 
instead of Sd. Thuweyny. 

When they reached Sd. Majid in Zanzibar, they surrendered 
to him. Sd. Hemed bin Suleyman said to Sd. Majid, “As | 
served your father, Sd. Said, so will I serve you, his children, 
When I was in Maskat, I served Sd. Thuweyny; but now that 
I make my home here, let me serve you.” Sd. Majid pardoned 
him, made him Minister of War and gave him proper respect, 
When Sd. Majid went to Bombay in 1282/1865, he and other 
senior ministers accompanied him. 

When Sd. Barghash succeeded, he made him chief minister 
and gave him great honour, treating him as his father. When 
he came to court, he could not greet Sd. Barghash before Sd. 
Barghash had greeted him. He never addressed him butas 
“Uncle Hemed” and it was he who sat besides Sd. Barghash 

while court was held. When Sd. Barghash went to Europe in 
1292/1875 he was one of his suite, and when their picture was 
taken, he was one of those honoured with a chair with him, 
while other important ministers had to stand. His fellow Arabs 
called him ‘‘the Politician’, because he controlled politics in 
the reigns of Sd. Barghash and his successors. He was Sd. 
Barghash’s representative when Sd. Barghash made his last visit 
to Maskat. 

Sd. Khalifa on his accession, returned Sd. Hemed to his 
position as Minister of War. He did not give him so much 
respect as Sd. Barghash had done, and eventually he decided to 
remove him from the post of Minister of War; but then Sd. 
Khalifa died himself. 

When Sd. Ali bin Said succeeded, he restored him to the 
position of Chief Minister. He would not move a finger without 
consulting him, and he always gave him his full title as ‘‘Shayb” 
(Venerable) Hemed. Even on the day of the official declaration 
of the Protectorate, he attended instead of Sd. Ali. 

He died at the beginning of the reign of Sd. Hemed bin 
Thuweyny when he was almost ninety years old. He died in 
the night Friday 23 Shaaban 1311/2 Mar 1984. After all the 
power he had wielded, Sd. Hemed gave him much trouble and 
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brought him down. He took his wealth from him, expelled him 
from the town and made him live in the country at Kianga. 
All this was because when Sd. Ali bin Said was sick, he was 
asked by Sir Gerald H. Portal, the British Council General, 
“which should succeed him? Sd. Hamuud or Sd. Hemed?” 
and he said “Sd. Hamuud.” When Sd. Hamuud succeeded, he 
returned some of their property to them and gave them back 
their rank, and he made Sd. Suleyman governor of the north of 
Zanzibar. When Sd. Ali bin Hamuud succeeded, he ordered 
the children to be given back all the property taken from their 
father. The house in which he lived is the big one beside the 
Maatam (Matemni). 

He left two children, Sd. Suleyman and Sd. Seif, who 
retained the great respect of the whole realm ashad their 
father, in particular Sd. Suleyman. His grandson, Sd. Seif bin 
Suleyman is now highly respected throughout the realm. Sd. 
Suleyman and his son, Hamdan, were drowned at Uso wa 
Membe Cape on 4 Muharram 1327/27 June, 1909. Sd. Hemed 
himself died on 23 Shaaban 1311/1 Apr., 1894. 

9. Tanghai the Baluchi: He had command of all the Baluchi 
soldiers, he commanded the prison and he was the treasurer as 
has already been seen. 

10. Shahoo the Zindigalese, 

11. Sahban the Zindigalese: All Zindigalese (Afghanists) 
and other foreign soldiers came under these two. It is Jemadar 
Shahoo who was sent by Sd. Said to take command of the 
Mombasa fort in 1243/1828. 

12. Musa Mayasa: He was in command of Sd. Said’s 
personal slaves who for this reason were called ‘Rubaat Musa’ 
{Musa’s force). The pronunciation and meaning of these Arabic 
words defeated many of the Swahili, who called them ‘Harbat 
Musa’ (Musa’s ruffians). Soldiers with this name continued into 
the reign of Sd. Hamuud. 


Some notables of his time in Zanzibar 


Omani Arabs 


1. Sd. Hilal bin Muhammad bin Imam Ahmed: First cousin 
of Sd. Said and son of the Sd. Muhammad known as the 
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‘Whirlwind’, who came to these parts of East Africa iy 
1198/1784, and negotiated with the Mazrui Governor, Sh 
Ahmed bin Muhammad bin Uthman, until he gave in writin, 
his submission to the Busaidy. š 

His son married lady Asha bint Sultan, Sd. Said's sister 
and they lived in Zanzibar. In the battle of Machui bi 

supported Sd. Majid and it is he that was sent by Sd. Majid to 
treat with Sd. Barghash. 

2. Sd. Said bin Hemed bin Abdalla al Busaidy: His grand- 
father, Sd. Abdalla bin Jaad was sent to Zanzibar in 1159/1746 
to be Imam Ahmed bin Said’s governor of Lamu. His houses 
were those that have been converted into the house which has 
many balconies (Roshani) known as jumba la Tharia, at 
Malindi; part of which is used as the Asian hospital called the 
Naser Noormuhammad Dispensary. 

This clan, the Jaady, held the governorship of the northern 
dominions of the Busaidy in East Africa from the beginning of 
Busaidy rule, until some of them fell into the hands of the 
British and some came under Italian rule. They are still 
governors in Tanganyika. Among them were his son Sd. Hemed 
bin Said and his son’s sons: Suleyman bin Hemed and Salim 
bin Hemed (Banadir, Mogadishu, Brava, Merka. . . .). Said bin 
Hemed (Malindi Province), Abdalla bin Hemed (Lam 
Province), Muhammad bin Hemed and Saleh bin Hemed were 
made deputies. 

3. Sh. Nasor bin Jaid bin Khamis al Kharusy: A great 
Ibadhi scholar and a holy man, greatly revered by Sd. Said and 
everybody, and feared too, he was revered because he controlled 
jinns, giving them orders all of which they obeyed. It is said 
that Sd. Said was once very anxious about his son Sd. 
Thuweyny, who was his representative in Uman. He was so 
depressed that people could not refrain from asking him what 
was his trouble, he replied that he did not know how Sd. 
Thuweyny was getting on in Uman in the disturbance that had 
arisen there. It is said that Sh. Nasor said, “Write him a letter 
telling him what you want and I will transmit it and bring you 
a reply in his own hand.” Sd. Said did as he was asked by 
Sh. Nasor, and the following morning he received from Sh 
Nasor a letter from Sd. Thuweyny in his own hand, telling him 
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in detail all that was happening there! Sd. Said was comforted 
and ceased to be depressed. 

This holy man lived with Sd. Said at Mtoni. He died in the 
time of Sd. Said on Sunday 22 Jumad 1, 1263/9 May, 1847 with 
his head in Sd. Said’s lap. He was seventy-one years old at the 
time of his death, as he was born in 1192/1778. His grave is at 
Mtoni, three and three quarter miles out, on the right leaving 
the town. This grave was built by lady Alye binti Muhammad 
bin Said Sultan and continued by Sh. Said bin Abdalla al 
Kharusy. These practices are forbidden by true religion; but 
people do them all the same! 

4. Sh. Salim bin Isa al Barwany; the most important of the 
Hinawy tribe and so the leader of the Harthy, which includes 
the Barwany, the Sumry, the Marhuby, the Bahry and others. 
So in the time of Sd. Said all these peoples in Zanzibar were 
under this person. He was the father of the Sh. Abdalla bin 
Salim who rebelled against Sd. Said and again against Sd. 
Majid until Sd. Majid took him and banished him from the 
Island. This Sh. Salim was much respected by Sd. Said and 
they were close friends. He was also the father of Sh. Isa bin 
Salim, who founded the well known clan of the Ulad. Ali 
bin Isa. 

5. Sh. Seyf bin Khalfan al Meskiry: He was the leader of 
the Ghafir tribe of Zanzibar. The Ghafir include the Miskiry, 
the Riyamy, the Mugheyry and others. The Ghafir were the 
most wholehearted supporters of the Busaidy of Zanzibar. In 
the battle of Machui they took the side of Sd. Majid, while 
the Hinawy were on the side of Sd. Barghash. The most nota- 
ble among the Ghafir are the Meskiry; and among the Hinawy, 
the Harthy; so people often refer to the battle of Machui as 
the battle of the Meskiry and the Harthy. 

6. Sd. Saleh bin Hemed: Brother of Seyyid Suleiman bin 
Hemed, “Log will not move’’, the chief minister. His daughter, 
Lady Asha is the one who built the Gabriel Mosque at 
Mkunazini and endowed it generously. His grandson, Sd. 
Saleh bin Salim, it is who built the Darajani Mosque. 

7. Sh. Khamis bin Khalfan al Meskiry: He, with his brother, 
Sh. Seyf, and others, was sent by Sd. Majid to the Horthy to 


dissuade them from supporting Sd. Barghash in his quarrel 


with him; but their message was not received. 
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8. Sh. Salim bin Bashir bin Salim al Harthy: He was thg 
builder of the house known as “Mambo msiige” (not to by 
copied). He was greatly praised by Sd. Said and in 1266/1850, 
when he had completed the building, Sd. Said himself came 
with other Arabs to the opening. It is said that some of the 
plaster used in this building was mixed with the yolk and the 
white of eggs. That is how it got the name “Not to be 


copied.”’ 
The reason for building this house on the point called Cape 


Shangani on the open beach was anenvy that arose between 
him and two of his fellow rich men : Sh. Abdalla bin Salim al 
Barwany and Sh. Suleyman Habib. He erected this house, 
which is in good condition to this day, while Sh. Suleyman 
Habib erected a palace on the smaller beach. But Suleyman 
Habib's house lasted only fifty years. The third of them Sh. 
Abdalla bin Salim al Barwany, built two sailing ships, one 
called Salhiyya and the other Harthiyya. When Sh. Abdalla was 
arrested and imprisoned, the Harthiyya was taken by Sd, 
Thuweyny and the Salhiyya by Sd. Majid; the house “not to 
be copied” was also taken by Sd. Majid, and its owner was 
impeached. 

When Bishops Tozer and Edward Steere arrived in 1280/ 
1864, Sd. Majid let this house to them asa Mission House, 
until they had built their own house; from 1292/1875 to 1321/ 
1903 it was the residence of the British Agents and Consuls 
General; then it became the European Hospital. Finally it is 
now used downstairs as the office of the‘Administrator General 
and Public Trustee and others, and upstairs by other European 
civil servants. 

Sh. Salim bin Bushir is the father of Sh. Bushir bin Salim, 
who gave a great deal of trouble and annoyance to the Germans 
for many years in the time of Sd. Khalifa bin Said; and had 
not the other powers brought naval assistance to the Germans, 
and intimidated Sd. Khalifa, he would have cleared the . 
Germans away. 

Sh. Salim bin Bushir was quite outstandingly generous and 
the stories of his generosity read like fiction. 

9. Sh. Ali bin Masoud al Barwany: The head of the Barwany 
clan on which Sd. Said placed great trust and reliance. Sd. 
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Said often sent him to Uman when he himself was in Zanzibar. 
At the battle of Machui he was not on the side of his own 
people, the Harthy, but on the side of Sd. Majid, and so he 
did his best to persuade his people not to rebel against Sd. 
Majid —and some of them listened to him. 

10. Sh. Said bin Seyf al Muharmy: When the Friday 
Mosque on the Wharf collapsed in the hurricane of Rabi 2, 
1262/Apr 1846, it was he that re-erected it. He was suffering 
from paralysis at the time, but despite this he insisted that he 
must be himself present at this work; so he was carried to it 
and from it ina hammock! The great mosque of Jetha Lila 
was built by him at the same time. He used to have two beds 
prepared for him, one at the Friday Mosque and one at Jetha 
Lila’s at Baghani. He used to lie on these beds and see how 
the work progressed! There is some dispute about the builder 
of the Friday Mosque. Some say that he built it on the second 
occasion when it collapsed; but first it was built by the Shatri 
Shariffs. 

11. Sh. Sultan bin Muhammad bin Habis al Muharmy: He 
was the owner of the whole of the quarter that contains the 
Roman Catholic Church. It was known as the Harmy quarter 
and their houses are still there. He was closely allied to Sd. 
Majid in the battle of Machui and greatly helped him. When 
the Harthy returned from the battle, they passed through his 
estate at Welezo and caused much damage to his trees and to 
his money too, which he had hidden before going out to fight. 
It is said that he never left his house again from this day until 
the day of his death. 

12. Sh. Muhammad bin Seyf bin Ali al Mandhry: A devout 
man and very rich since the time of Sd. Said. He had a great 
house in the area where is now St. Joseph’s (Roman Catholic) 
Cathedral. Although he was himself an Ibadhi, he built a 
mosque for the Sunnis at Vuga, and endowed it to so generously 
that it is still reckoned as one of the mosques with the greatest 
trust funds in Zanzibar. Nor should it cause any surprise that 
an Ibadhi should build a mosque for the Sunni or a Sunni for the 
Ibadhi, for all equally are Muslims and they have no differences 
affecting the Great Pillars of Islam. The Vuga mosque is one 
of many mosques built by the Ibadhi and used by the Sunni; 
and the Hamam mosque is one of those which had Sunni 
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foundations and were later used by the Ibadhi. All equally ate 
Muslims their guide is the Quran and the Traditions OF the 
Prophet. 

Sh. Muhammad bin Seyf died in the time of Sd. Barghash, 

13. Sh. Seyf bin Muhammad al Wardy: One of the most 
notable counsellers. He was one of those sent by Sd. Majid to 
the Harthy to dissuade them from fighting; but the Horthy 
would not listen. 

14. Sh. Nassor bin Ahmed bin Muhammad ar Riyamy: H, 
was the first of the Riyamy to make his home in Zanzibar. H, 
came here with Sd. Said when he was very old. He died here j, 
Zanzibar and was buried at Makusurani where the Busaidy ar 
buried. Many of the Riyamy now in Zanzibar, Pemba and 
Mombasa are descended from him. His sons were Sheikh, 
Ahmed, Kasim, Salim, Seif and Khamis and these are th 
Riyamy clans of these parts. 

15. Sh. Ahmed bin Nasor bin Ahmed ar Riyamy: Grandfather 
of the Sh. Ahmed bin Nasor who was known as the Mwendazimy 
(Madman Arab), who recently had more property in the hands 
of the ‘public trustee’ than anyone else. He lived first in Pemba 
and moved to Zanzibar on the death of his father in 1255/ 
1839. 

16. Sh. Muhammad bin Sultan bin Said al Mugheyry: He 
was a great merchant here in the time of Sd. Said bin Sultan. 
His real name was Said bin Sultan, a name that gave him much 
trouble when he ordered goods from abroad, particularly tea 
and refined sugar. When these things arrived the Wharf official 
sent them to the house of the ruler, Sd. Said because they were 
addressed Sh. Said bin Sultan. When this happened too often, 
he called himself Muhammad bin Sultan. 

17. Sh. Suleyman Habib: It is he that built a house on the 
rubbis tip on the small beach in competition with Sh. Salim bin 
Bushir, who had built on the big beach. This house belonging 
to Sh. Suleyman Habib was at Malindi Mkahawani where now 
is the beginning of Hollis Road. The vacant place and the 
tip where his house was, were known as Sh. Suleyman Habib's 
up. 

18. Sh. Said bin Dhanin: A rich man who built the houses 
forming the Africa Hotel. He lived in Bububu. Sd. Said gave 


him honour and an important position.:Most c f his property was 
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inherited by Sh. Muhammad bii Mselen bir Daanin, his 
nephew, because he left no children, 

The last two, belonged to a very deg-aded tribe of Omani 

rab:; but they were very rich. 

It happened in the time of Sd. Majid that this Sh. Muhammad 
bin Msellem and a person whose tribal importance was equailed 
by his poverty were rivals. As their rivalry grew, they were 
advi.ed to send someone to a very important lady informing 
her that Sh. Muhammad Msellem and his rival, sach of them 
want to marry her “whom she pre‘ers,’’ to see whether she 
would prefer birth or wealth. She chose the rich one, who made 
up the following verse: 


Wealth breaks rocks and the mountains are laid flat 
Wealth raises you up out of misfortune 

Health is a betel leaf; it sweetens your breath 

He who has wealth has no fault; by Al mighty God. 


The poor man replied: 


Jibu: Do not over value wealth, even thou you have it 
(Reply): It is a temptation to other to take it from you 
the elephant’s tusk is wealth and it leads him to his 
death 
Think what this means and beware of wealth 


(Jibu): Sometimes a husband has wealth and his wife is not 
happy 

Rejoinder: She goes to him that has no wealth and rests her 
heart and people wonder, not knowing the reason 
Think what this means and beware of wealth 


Some of the Arabs of Hadramaut 


1. Sd. Umar Qadhi ash Shatry: The chief of all the Shatry 
throughout Sd. Said’s dominions. The Shatry are the first 
Arabs to settle in the town after it was made the capital, They 
came from Chole in Mafia where their wealth and importance 
were, as they are to this day. They were highly cultured people, 
as is shown by their palaces, their estates, their mosques, the 
areas where they live, their cemeteries and their trust properties. 
They intermarried with the kin of the Mwinyi Mkuu—the ruler 
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of Zanzibar—and so raised their position even higher. Neither 
d. Said nor Sd. Majid interfered with their wishes. 

The Shatry controlled the Friday Mosque on the Wharf ang 

their kin still appoint the imam of this mosque; although many 
ay that it is not theirs. They say that it really belongs to 
the Harmy tribe of Arabs. Others say that Sh. Said bin Seyf 
al Muharmy only built it when it was detroyed by the hurricane, 
But the original builders were the Shatry, who built it before 
rise of the Busaidy. There is no Busaidy ruler not mentioned 
in the Friday and Idd sermons in this mosque. 

Originally this mosque had five bays each divided from the 
next by a dome with five pinnacles. Later one of the children 
of a Mwinyi Mkuu enlarged it by two bays at the back, demo- 
lishing his own house, which was there, to make the enlargement 
Possible. Jt is clear that the rear part is not part of 
the original building, because it is narrower than the front, 
being hemmed in by other houses that were there. Sd. Hemed 
bin Thuweyny repaired it thoroughly on his accession and 
fixed four large silver bosses to its pupit. 

This mosque has been used as much by Sunni as by Ibadhi. 
Until recently it was used by Sunni only. The Sunni completed 
the Idd ceremonies first and when they had finished the 
followers of the Ibadhi cult performed their ceremonies with 
the ruler. The Sunni time for the performance of these 
ceremonies is very early. That is why they come first. 

The Friday Mosque on the Wharf can hold six hundred 
whorshippers at one time. It is said that its alignment with 
Mecca is more accurate that that of any mosque in Zanzibar. 

2. Sh. Abdur Rahman bin Said Bamabad: the most impor- 
tant of the former Hadhramys, the strangers and the residents 
of Zanzibar. He was a great religious scholar too. His family 
is still in Zanzibar and until recently it continued to be highly 
respected. 

3. Sh. Salim bin Abdalla al Khemry: All transport came 
under him and so he prospered greatly. Almost half the 
quarter of the Friday Mosque of Malindi belonged to him. 
His descendants continued to be rich and important until 
the end of the reign of Sd. Humuud. 

4. Sh. Haji Said Jurban: A rich man and a religious scholar. 
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His houses were in front of the Friday Mosque of Malindi and 
beside this mosque he was buried. 

5. Sh. Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Ahmed Bakashmar; 
already mentioned under civil servants. 

6. Sh. Abdalla bin Jarras al Kindy: The Kindy are an 
ancient and distinguished tribe—one of the tribes of the pre- 
Islamic kings of Arabia. It is one of the tribes that never 
changed its name wherever it was found. In Uman they are 
called Kindy; and Kindy also in Hadhramout. Hadhramout is 
in fact their original home. 


Indians 


The first Indians in Zanzibar were (a) the Bohra (They 
belonged to the Daudy Sect of Shia or the Shafei Sunni). (b) 
The Khoja (They were Ismaly Shia or Shafei Sunni) and also 
(c) the Hindus. 

Among the Sunni families of the Bohra uptill now is the 
family of Sh. Muhammad bin Musa bin Abdul Rasul as Suraty 
(of Mkunazini by the soda factory of Seth Yusufali Patwa). 
This house has produced some of the most notable Sunni 
scholars, the greatest of whom was Sh. Abdush Shakur bin 
Muhammad, a great scholar, in particular of grammar. But 
the Khoja families that are Sunni now are more numerous than 
those of the Bohora. One of them is that of the late Qadhi 
Sh. Suleyman Hayat. This Qadhi was buried in the Ismaily 
Khoja cemetary at the second Mnazi Mmoja. 

I will now mention the most important Indians of the time 
of Sd. Said. 

1. Seth Sivji Topan 

2. Seth Jairam Sivji Topan J see Tax Collectors 

3. Seth Jivanji Budhabai: Father of Seth Ismailiji Jivanji 
and Seth Karimji Jivanji, whose companies have now spread 
all over East Africa, India, Japan and elsewhere. This is the 
family best known for wealth and generosity from those days 
until now. It does not discriminate between sects and many 
mosques have been built for the poor by this family, which is 
always ready to help with might and main. This is the use of 
wealth—to have enough to eat and drink, to make yourself a 
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name in this world and to prepare one in the next. But what is 
the use of wealth if you neither make yourself comfortable nor 
make a name for yourself in this world and prepare yourself a 


place in the next? Seth Jivanji Budhabai came from Cutch to 
Zanzibar in 1234/1819. 


Comorians 


1. Sh. Muhammad bin Faraji Mwikony: A good scholar and 
teacher who died in the time of Sd. Majid in 1286/1869. 

2. Sh. Muhammad bin Ahmed Mshangama Mvwitsandaa: 
The people of Itsandaa were standard of the Busaidy rulers 
from ancient times: until recently. In 1300/1883 when there was 
war in Comoro between Sultan Msaafumu wa Fefumu, ruler of 
Itsandaa and Sd. Ali bin Umar, ruler of Moroni, Sd. Barghash 
sent men, arms and supplies to the leaders of Itsandaa; and had 
Sd. Ali bin Umar not sought French protection and received 
from them great assistance in soldiers, rifles and guns, 
Msaafumu, the greatest of the Comorian rulers, would not 
have been defeated. 

3. Sh. Adam Mbambamba of Mitsamihuli: From ancient 
times until now there’ are more Comorians in Zanzibar from 
Mitsamihuli and Itsandaa than other Comorians. He was a very 
brave man, who joined the forces of Sd. Said. He died at Siyu. 


British Consuls in his time 


The consuls were known in Zanzibar by the title of Balozi. 
Balozi is derived from the Greek Baliosi. I think the word was 
first borrowed by the Portuguese, who took it into their langu- 
age and the Swahili adopted it from them when they were in 
control of those parts of East Africa. The British Balozi in 
Zanzibar in those days held the rank of “Her Majesty’s Agents 
and Consuls”. 

The first British Consul to be sent to Zanzibar was Col. 
Atkins Hamerton from India. He arrived and settled in Rabi 2; 
1257/4 May, 1841. He lived in the house now used by Messrs 
Smith, Machezie and Co. Ltd., and the firsat British flag to be 
raised here was from the staff of this house, at noon in 
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Ramadhan 1259/29 Sep., 1843. This Balozi remained on good 
terms with Sd. Said until Sd. Said’s death. After Sd. Said’s 
death it was not long before he died in Zanzibar on 12 Dhul 
Qaada 1273/5 July. 1857. He was buried on Grave Island. The 
second island is Kibandiko, the third Prison or Quarantine 
] land and the fourth Bawe. 

PJain Consular rank continued until the time of Sd. 
Barghash, when Sir John Kirk was appointed H.M. Agent and 
Consul General. The Consulate General continued until 1332/ 
1914 when Major Francis Barron Pearce arrived and was 
appointed British Resident, the title which is used until now. 

The Baloziz continued to live in the Smith Machjenzie 
building until 1292/1875 when they moved to Mambo Msige 
“Do not copy”. From 1321/1903 until to-day they have lived in 
Mitaa Juu by the Victoria Gardens. 


Where he (Sd. Said) lived 


Before settling in Zanzibar Sd. Said came to a house that 
had belonged to Lady Fatma bint Yusuf, a queen of Zanzibar 
who was born in 1060/1650 and died in 1122/1710. This house 
was on the site of the Beit il Ajaib (House of Wonders). 

When he decided to settle in Zanzibar he ordered Sh. Saleh 
bin Haramil al Abry to build him a dwelling house at Mtoni, 
three and three quarter miles north of Zanzibar town. This 
royal house was built between 1243/1828 and 1249/1834, when 
jt was finished. Jt consisted of a number of buildings and 
covered a whole quarter. More than a thousand persons, bond 
and free, were employed in the building of it. 

In the Mtoni house lived his chief wife, Lady Azza binti 
Seif, and these children and their mothers who were concubines. 

1. Sd. Khalid: Before he was of age to represent his father, 
and also after that, so his chief concubine was called mistress 
of Mtoni. 

2 and 3. Sd. Barghash and his sister—Lady Meyye. 

3. Sd. Hamdan. 

5 and 6. Sd. Ghalib and his sister, Lady Methle. 

7--13 Ladies Zweyna, Sharifa, Sheykha, Nunuu, Zeyana, 
Zemzem, Salem and other younger than they. 
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Sd. Said lived at Mtoni for four days a week, passing the 
other three days in the town, Monday, Tuesday and Friday. 

On the death of Sd. Said the Mtoni estate was inherited by 
his eldest child, Lady Zweyna; so all her brothers and sisters 
who were at Mtoni moved out with their mothers and slaves. 
They moved into the town or to their estates, leaving the 
Mtoni buildings empty except for Lady Zweyna and her son, 
Sd. Ali bin Suud with their slaves. So little by little it began to 
decay; necessary repairs were not done, because the houses 
were too big for the number of Lady Zweyna. In the time of 
Sd. Barghash, she was succeeded by her son Sd. Ali bin Suud, 
and then he died and it was as dead as Machui; but its ruins 
still stand to show its past size and magnificence. The heir of 
Sd. Ali bin Suud bin Ali bin Seyf bin Ahmed was Sd. 
Muhammad bin Seyf bin Badr bin Seyf bin Ahmed; but Sd. 
Barghash refused to allow him to take up his inheritance. So 
until to-day it has not been inherited. 

During the Great War of 1332/1919 these buildings at 
Mtoni were burnt in a fire of unknown cause. They collapsed 
and nothing is now left but the mosque and the ground floor 
of the buildings that were there. Such is the way of the world. 
I say: 


“Where are the houses of stone, mortar and lime 

that rang with voices and were filled with slaves 

Where are they that used to live in them? 

The world is vanity; let us think and consider” 

“Of how many have we heard who had great good fortune 
Who were great ones on earth, full of self-importance? 
Death came to them, time rolled over them 

their grip was loosened; let us think and consider.” 


Another house where Sd. Said lived in his two storey palace 
in the town, which used to be called Beyt as Sahil (The house 
on the Shore) this house was in the garden of our ruler, H.H. 
Sd. Khalifa bin Harub on the left side of his palace. It was a 
hundred and forty feet long and roofed with red tiles. It had a 
varandah along the whole length of its front and a great hall 
for people coming to court. At the gate were placed nine 
cannon and at the back there were enclosures for horses and 


The Busaidy Rulers of Zanzibar 59 


Other animals. Further back were other houses of Sd. Said's, 
smaller than the Beyt as Sahil; and on the right were a mosque 
and the Busaidy cemetery. The mosque is still there and is known 
as the Hadith Mosque. The cemetery, too, is there, and is known 
as Makusurani. Qusr is an Arabic word meaning a royal palace. 
The Beyt as Sahil was destroyed in “The Thursday Battle” at 
9 a.m. on Thursday 17 Rabi 1, 1314/27 Aug., 1896. 

In the Beyt as Sahil lived the following of Sd. Said’s children 
with their concubine mothers. 

1—3 Sd. Hilal and his two sisters, Ladies Asha and Khole 

4—6 Sd. Abdul Wahab, Sd Jemshid and Sd Abdul Azaiz 

7—8 Sd. Alt and his sister, Lady Shawana and others 
The Georgian concubines lived mainly in this house while the 
Ethiopians lived at Mtoni. 

Among other houses used by Sd. Said is the house that used 
to be called the House of the Watoro. This is the house where 
Sd. Majid lived with his sister, Lady Khaduji and their mother. 

The house occupied by his Persian wife, Lady Shahruzad, is 
the one behind the house of His Highness, where now lives 
Prince Sd. Abdalla, and which is called Beyt Thani (The second 
House). 

Beit Ras, five miles from the town was built in 1263/1847 
for his daughters. Since 1369/1950 it has been used as the 
Khalifa School. 


His holding court 


He held court on two days of the week, Friday and Monday, 
twice on each day, at 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. The house where court 
was held was the Beyt as Sahil in the great hall on the ground 
floor. On Friday and Monday, as 9 and 4 approached you would 
see a stream of people arriving, dressed in white spotless kanzuz, 
black johos with gold braid or degles or bushtis, with red or 
white turbans, daggers of gold or silver, swords or scimiters of 
gold in their hands, sandals of different sort on their feet. Each 
lord had a crowd of followers, bond and free, behind him. 
When they reached the Beyt as Sahil, the free men went inside 
and the slaves were left outside to wait for their masters. 

The hall was spread with valuable carpets and mats to sit 
on. Chairs were not yet brought unless Europeans came or 
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foreigners of somc other race, As 9 or 4 struck, the ruler 
descended, surrounded by his children, and entered the court 
hall. Then everyone bowed and gave his hand to the Ruler and 
his children, still standing. After this they sat down and bowls 
of sweets and pots of coffee were passed round, while people 
discussed what had happened or what they hoped would happen. 

~There was complete freedom of speech and all could speak with 
the same freedom. When the court was closing they were 
sprinkled with rose water and scented with rosewood and 
ambergris. The ruler rose and they all stood to take leave of 
him. Then they went away, and the ruler went to his private 
quarters to hear whatever they wished to say confidentially. 

When the court was over anyone who wanted to see the 
ruler was left in the hall, and they were called one by one to see 
him in his private quarters, here the ruler listened to each one 
and tried to arrange what he needed. Such was the way in 
which the Friday and Monday courts met. People also went to 
greet the ruler on Feast days, other days of rejoicing or of 
sorrow and on his return from journey. 


His manner when going out 


Sd. Said often went out. He would go to see important 
persons among his subjects, and he often went to their 
weddings and funerals. He lived mostly at Mtoni, so on his 
way beyond Mtoni and the town and when visiting his subjects, 
he and his subjects usually rode on horseback; and sometimes 
he went on foot, not riding at all. There were no horse carriage, 
but he could not use it because there were no roads wide 
enough for such a carriage to pass. The first ruler of Zanzibar 
to use a horse carriage was Sd. Barghash and he had to demo- 
lish several buildings to make a passage for it. Sometimes he 
travelled between Mtoni and the town by one of his ships or 
boats. On one occasion he went by a fisherman’s canoe. This 
is the story of that journey. 

Sd. Majid suffered from epilepsy from birth. It came upon 
him many times and sometimes violently and lasting a long 
time. One day he had so severe a fit that his father at Mtoni 
had to be told of it. Seeking the easiest way to reach the town, 
Sd. saw a fisherman passing in a canoe and called to him. He 
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threw himself into it and told him to take him lo the 
town, and all the time Sd. Said himself was crying. They 
came opposite his house and he disembarked! He found his 
son safe. 


“That which comes from your Joins you know is sorrow 
What is a child? Parents, you know.” 


His country residences 


Where he escaped from the stresses of the town. 

He did not live much in the town; but rather at Mtoni; 
but he used to visit all of his forty five estates, especially 
these: — 

l. Kizimbani (ten miles to the north): This was the second 
estate in Zanzibar to be planted with cloves. It hada fine 
house luxuriously furnished and with a good bath which js 
still intact. He often invited people to spend the day with him 
on this estate. 

2. Kidichi (ten miles to the north): It is here and to 
Kizimbani that he went often and so did his Persian wife, 
Shahruzad, like to go. So here there were very fine honses with 
very fine baths. They still exist. Would that it were able to tell 
us happy storics from that time. These baths were built in 
1265/1859, the ycar of that lady’s arrival in Zanzibar, 

Belween the Kizimbani estate and Kidichi there was a sugar 
mill; so Zanzibar did not need to import sugar; but rather this 
our Zanzibar was an exporter of sugar to foreign parts! A 
Frenchman called M. Clussun was in charge of this work. 

3. Seblini (2 and half miles) so close to the town that his 

town dwelling children often used to walk there, especially Sd. 
` Abd ul Wahab, 

4. Chuini (9 miles north): This is the estate that he put in 
trust for those of his concubines who had no children or whose 
children had died or with young children, He also gave a 
share in this estate to his doorkeepers, 
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War that occurred in hi time 


10. War with the Mazrui 


When Imam Seyf bin Sultan al Yaaruby, “Qaid il Ardh” 
(Lord of the arth) had finally expelled the Portuguese from 
the c parts of Africa, in 1110/1698, he appointed a Governor 
to cach area. As there were many Mazrui in Mombasa they 
vere gi en a Mazrui governor. Sh. Nasor bin Abdalla bin 
Muhammad al Mazrui was brought from Uman to be their 
governor and he held this post until his death, after which the 
governorship descended to members of his family. 

In 1154/1711 When Iman Ahmed bin Said seized power in 
Uman from the Bani Yaarub the Mazrui at Mombasa determi- 
ned to grab the piece that was under them. It was ‘“‘catch as ; 
catch can and the devil take the hindmost.” The first to usurp 
this position was Governor Sh. Muhammad bin Uthman bin 
Abdalla al Mazrui. When Imam Ahmed bin Said had restored 
order in Uman he sent a force to resume control of his East 
African dominions as he had done in Uman. The commander ° 
of this force was Sh. Seyf Khelef al Mamiry, who defeated the -~ 
Mazrui and killed Sh. Muhammad bin Uthman. Then Seyf bin š 
Khelef himself became Sd. Ahmed’s governor at Mombasa. | 
He imprisoned Sh. Ali bin Uthman, brother of Sh. Mohamed Ë: 
bin Uthman; but Sh. Ali bin Uthman escaped from prison and ‘+ 
prepared for war with help of Mr. Cook. 

He attacked Sh. Seyf bin Khelef and defeated and killed | 
him. He made himself ruler of Mombasa and then of Pemba ,' 
and the rest of the country between Malindi and Pemba. In — 
1168/1755 he came out with a great force to attack the governor 3 
of Zanzibar, Sd. Abdalla bin Said al Busiady, so as to make ' 
himself ruler of Zanzibar too. But on the way he was killed ' 
by his brother’s son; so they returned to Mombasa to set up ` 
another governor. 

Sh. Masud bin Nasor bin Abdalla al Mazrui took control. ; 
During his period of power he compelled Sh. Bwana Tamu; 
Mtoto bin Abubakr bin Bwana Tamu Mkuu an Nabhany, ; 
ruler of Pate, to agree to share with him the government of). 
Pate and Pemba—but not of Mombasa! Nabhany forces were 4 
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to be stationed in Pemba and Mazrui forces in Pate. Bwana 
Tamu could do nothing but accept and agree, for what chance 
had he against Sh. Masud, who had defeated Imam Ahmed? 

In 1198/1784, when Mombasa was under the rule of Sh. 
Ahmed bin Muhammad bin Uthman, Imam Said bin Imam 
Ahmed sent his brother, Sd. Muhammad bin Imam Ahmed as 
Governor General of these countries of East Africa. He 
cleverly obtained from Sh. Ahmed a letter written in his own 
hand admitting that these countries belonged to the Busaidy 
and that they were only governors. 

In 1229/1814. Sh. Abdalla bin Ahmed bin Muhammad was 
in control of Mombasa and the ruler of Pate at this time was 
Fumo Luti bin Bwana Madi bin Sheikh bin Bwana Tamu 
Mkuu. After some years Fumo Luti was ashamed of being 
under the Mazrui and he asked Sd. Said to take his country 
from the hands of the Mazrui into his own. Sd. Said sent a 
letter to Sh. Abdalla bin Ahmed the Mazrui requiring him to 
withdraw his men from Pate and warning him not to go against 
his orders. Sh. Abdalla laughed and made light of Sd. Said’s 
orders; he immediately sent his envoy, Sh. Hussein bin Ali al 
Jeneby to Sd. Said in Uman with a reply to his letter. 

The reply given to Sh. Hussein to take to Sd. Said consisted 
of a coat of mail, some gunpowder, a pot and a ladle! This was 
to demonstrate that between them there was nothing but enmity. 

Sd. Said answered in 1238/1823 by sending to Pate four 
thousand men in thirty ships. The commander of this force 
was Sd. Hammad ‘‘Wad Sammar” bin Ahmed al Busaidy. He 
was opposed by Sh. Mbaruk bin Ahmed bin Muhammad al 
Mazrui, governor of Pate. A series of indecisive battles was 
fought between them, and finally the governor went to Mombasa 
to ask for help from its ruler. Meanwhile Sd. Hammad 
landed on Pate and took possession of it, enthusiastically 
aclaimed by the common folk. After subduing Pate, Sd. Hemed 
went with part of his force to seize Pemba from Mazrui 
rule. The governor of Pemba was Sh. Suleyman bin Ali bin 
Uthmanthe Mazrui. A battle was fought at Birikau in the 
district of Chake-chake. The commander was the same man 
who had been governor of Pate and he was defeated 
ashe had been defeated at Pate. Pemba fell into the hand 
of Sd. Said. Shortly after, the ruler of Mombasa died 
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of chagrin and grief over his misfortunes, on 13 Ramadhan 
1238/May 1, 1823. Sk. Suleiman bin Ali, former governor of 
Pemba, was made Governor of Mombasa on 12 Shawal 1238/ 
June 1823. When he saw that Sd. Said was surrounding him on 
every side, he decided to apply for British protection prefering 
British suzerainty to Bussidy! So he chose Sh. Khamis bin Nasor 
Mazrui, Sh. Muhammad bin Abdalla Basheikh and others to go 
to Bombay to ask for Mombasa to be placed under British pro- 
tection. The authorities in Bombay said that they could not decide 
sO important a matter without instructions from London, and 
the embassy returned to Mombasa. 

On 27 Rabi 1, 1239/3 Dec., 1823 H. M. S. Barracouta with 
Captain Vidal, and H. M. S. Leven with Commander Captain 
Owen, arrived at Mombasa. Sh. Mbaruk bin Ahmed with 
sixteen others called on Captain Vidal and asked him to 
take Mombasa under his protection. Captain Owen went 
ashore with them to see the condition of Mombasa. Then 
they replied that they could make no decision without prior 
authority from Bombay. Two or three days later the warships 
left and the Mazrui raised the Union Flag over the fort with- 
out British authority! Two months later Captain Owen re- 
turned and found the flag flying. He was immediately appro- 
ached by the Mazrui with the request that he take Mombasa 
and their other possessions under his protection. Captain Owen 
consented on the following terms: 

1. Slavery be totally abolished between Malinid and 
Pangani. 

2. Revenue be shared equally between the Mazrui ruler ‘and 
the British. 

The Mazrui agreed and had Lieutenant R. N. Reits left to be 
their consul. He was the first British Consul to be stationed at 
Mombasa. 

About this time Sd. Said’s forces arrived under the com- 
mand of Sh. Abdulla bin Sleyym al Dhahiry. When he sighted 
the Mombasa fort, he saw the British flag flying. He was 
shocked, dumbfounded and amazed. He dropped anchor outside 
the harbour and after making certain that Mombasa was under 
British protection, he beached his. ships inside the harbour. 
He and some chosen men landed: and walked around; and 
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then they re-embarked and returned to Uman to report to Sd. 
Said. Sd. Said argued fiercely his right to Mombasa and brought 
evidence to show that the British Government had no right to 
give this protection. In evidence he adduced the document 
obtained by Sd. Muhammad bin Imam from the Mazrui. Sd. 
Said’s arguments convinced the British Government and their 
flag was struck on 17 Dhul Hij. 1241/July 1826 after flying at 
Mombasa for two years and a half. 

Then, on 14 Shawwal 1243/2 Jan., 1828, Sd. Said came him- 
self to Mombasa with a force of 1200 men and four ships, 
Liverpool, Shah Alam, Piedmontese and Artemise, with in 
addition ten small ships, each of four to six guns. Sd. Said 
sent two letters, one to Sh. Salim bin Ahmed bin Muhammad 
the Mazrui and the other to Sheikh Ahmed bin Sheikh, who 
was the leader of the Swahili of Mombasa. These letters 
required them to submit immediately to Sd. Said. Sh. Salim 
bin Ahmed sent Sh. Abdallas bin Nafi Mazrui to Sd. Said 
to say that there could be no peace between them; and the 
leader of the Swahili replied similarly. So on the sixteenth Sd. 
Said and his men came ashore. There was a fierce battle bet- 
ween Sd. Said’s men and those of Mombasa and when it became 
violent, Sd. Said called Sh. Abdalla bin Nasor bin Abdalla and 
personally pressed him to do his best to persuade the Mazrui 
to agree to a truce. Sh. Abdalla did his best to persuade the 
Mazrui to agree to a truce. Sh. Abdalla did his best and the 
Mazrui and the Swahili agreed to cease fire. On the seven- 
teenth Sh. Salim bin Ahmed himself, Sh. Mbaruk bin Ahmed 
and others went to meet Sd. Said on board his ship; Liverpool. 

They arranged a truce on the following terms:— 


1. The fort to be held by Sd. Said and occupied by his 
troops; provided that they be not of any tribe at war 
with the Mazrui and that they do not exceed fifty. Sd. 
Said put in fifty Baluchi and the Mazrui guards left. 

2. The Mazrui governor (Liwali) to be allowed to remain 
in the fort with his household as before—but the Mazrui 
governor did not in fact wish to remain. 

3. The land of Mombasa to belong to Sd. Said; but the 
control of it to be in the hand of Sh. Salim for life and 

after his death to descend to his children. 
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4. The revenue to be divided equally between Sd. Said and 
the Mazrui governor; and the Indian in charge of the 
wharf to be appointed by the Mazrui governor. 


The terms were agreed and on the eighteenth Sd. Said’s 
flag was raised. Then Sd. Said left. After two months Jemadar 
Shahoo was sent to the fort at Mombasa with a small force. 
After some more months Sh. Nasor bin Suleyman al Ismaily, 
who had been governor of Pemba, was sent. In Dhul Qaad 
1242/June 1828 Sh. Nasor attacked the Mazrui and they fought 
back until they had confined him and his men in the fort. When 
Sh. Nasor saw that he was beaten, he accepted the Mazrui 
orders and on Jamad 2, 1244/Dec 1828 he and all Sd. Said’s 
men in the fort left for Pemba and Zanzibar, leaving the fort 
unoccupied, under the control of the Mazrui as before. 
= In 1245/1829 Sd. Said came to Mombasa with ten ships and 
a thousand men. They fought for six days, one day Sd. Said’s | 
men prevailing and the next the Mazrui, whose commander | 
was Sh. Mbaruk bin Ahmed the Mazrui. On the seventh day | 
Sh. Said suffered great loss and he weighed anchor and returned | 
to Uman, arriving there in 1246/8 May, 1830. He had lost some | 
four hundred men in this battle. 

Sd. Said did not give up. In Rajab 1248/Nov 1832, the 
Mazrui again saw Sd. Said’s four big ships, Liverpool, Shah 
Alam, Piedmontese and Artemise, and six small ships anchoring , 
at Mombasa and discharging fourteen hundred men. The 
Mazrui were defeated and again accepted the four conditions 
of 1243/1828. Sd. Said went to Zanzibar and settled there; but 
the Mazrui did not keep their word; they broke it again. In 
Rajab 1250/Nov 1834 Sd. Said again attacked them with his 
two large warships (Liverpool and Rahmany), many smaller 
ones and two thousand men. 

“They fought for eight days on sea and on land. The Mazrui 
were crushed and now promised to fulfil the four conditions. 
Sd. Said took their word and went home to Zanzibar. 

` When the Mazrui saw that they had recovered their strength, 
they broke their word as they always had done. This time their 
leader was Sh. Rashid bin Salim bin Ahmed, son of the first 
Sheikh. He took command on the death of his father in Dhul 
Qaada 1250/March 1835. First he fought against his uncles, 
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Shekhs Khamis and Nasor. He defeated them and took 
the leadership himself. Then he broke their agreement with 
Sd. Said. Sd. Said attacked him in Shaaban 1252/November 
1836 and decisively beat him with the help of the people of 
Kilindini and some of the other Mombasa Arabs. This was the 
setting of the sun of the Mazrui; it was not merely obscured 
by clouds or eclipsed. 'In Dhul Qaada 1252/February 1837 Sd. 
Khalid bin Said bin Sultan went to Mombasa with Sd. Suleyman 
bin Hamed, “Log will not move” and took Sh. Rashid bin 
Salim the Mazrui and sixteen others to the Sayyid in Zanzibar, 
whence they were sent to Bandar Abbas, the island at the mouth 
of the Persian Gulf. 

There they were confined until they died; and the power of 
the Mazrui came to an end after hundred and forty two years. 
Fifty years as a governorship and later as independent. The 
Mazrui bitterly insulted the people of Kilindini for dancing to 
Sd. Said’s tune, saying, 

- “The Kilindini are no men; they are Zebras 

They sold their country for a hundred dollars.” 


2. His wars against Siyu 


The first towns to come under the rule of Sd. Said after 
Zanzibar were Lamu, then Brava, then Siyu and later Pate 
and Pemba, and finally Mombasa. Lamu came in 1227/1812, 
Brava in 1232/1817, Pate and Pemba in 1238/1823 and Mombasa 
in 1252/1837. In each of these states was placed a governor 
and a strong fort was built if one did not exist already. Lamu 
and -Siyu fell into Sd. Said’s hands without a fight; but unfor- 
tunately there was later fighting between Sd. Said and the 
people of Siyu. 

The reason was as follows : 

One day a Siyu fisherman moored his canoe on the beach 
below the Siyu fort. Sd. Said’s soldiers within told him not to 
moor there and the Siyu man said, “Where am I to moor 
then? This is a strange thing that a man of Siyu may not moor 
in the harbour of Siyu’’. When he still refused to take it away, 
the soldiers came out and beat him severely and smashed his 
boat. The Siyu who were present, for some of them were 
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within hearing, objected. They attacked the soldiers in the fort 
und killed them and wrecked the fort. 

All this was done in the absence of the ruler of Siyu. On 
his return he was distressed and frightened of Sd. Said’s 
reactions when he should hear of these cvents. He went with 
his council to Lamu and asked the senior people there to 
write him a letter to tell him what had happened and that it 
had occurred in the ruler’s absence. Now he was sorry and 
begged forgiveness for himself and his people. He asked Sd. 
Said to rebuild the fort as before and he assured him of their 
continuing loyalty. The elders of Lamu wrote as the ruler of 
Siyu asked. 

The letter reached Sd. Said when he was on the mainland 
fighting against Mombasa. On 19 Jumad 2/January 1828, when 
he had reduced Mombasa, he wrote a letter to the government 
of Pate—not of Lamu, who had written to him! He told Pate 
what had happened at Mombasa and required them to tell 
Siyu that Sd. Said would stand no nonsense. They must 
immediately rebuild the fort as it was before and if there were 
any delay, they would learn how guineafowl was plucked. 
He would hammer them as blacksmith hammers iron on an 
anvil. 

When the letter reached Siyu, the ruler beat the horn of 
assembly and gathered the people together and read them Sd. 
Said’s letter. Then he said, “What really vexes me in this letter 
is that it is sent through our enemies of Pate instead of through 
our allies of Lamu, who were his informants. Tell me how to 
answer Sd. Said. You have seen and heard; now speak.” 

The ruler asked for a pen and publicly wrote to Sd. Said 
two verses of the Sura of Hajj, verses 73 and 74, which in 
translation read— 


O People a parable is set forth; therefore listen to it. Surely 
those on whom you call besides Allah cannot create a fly, 
though they should all gather to do so. And should the fly 
carry off aught from them, they could not take it back from 
it. Weak are the invoker and the invoked. 

They have not estimated Allah with estimation that 1s due 
to Him. Most surely Allah is Strong, Mighty. 
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After reading this letter, he said, “Now oppose anyone coming 
from Sd. Said; but if he flees do not pursue him.” 

Fighting continued between Sd. Said and Siyu for some five 
years with casualties on both sides. Then they came to an 
agreement that Siyu should as before be under Sd. Said. But 
less than two years later Siyu was again at war with Sd. Said 
because in 1249/1834 it joined Pate and became a Mazrui ally. 


These wars continued into the time of Sd. Majid when Siyu 
and Pate were finally reduced. 


3. His wars with Pate 


Since ancient times Pate has been inhabited by Nabhany 
Arabs from Uman, who settled there and became its rulers. 
When these parts of East Africa were overrun by the Portuguese 
Pate was included and they became Portuguese subjects. When 
]mam Seyf bin Sultan Al Yaarub expelled the Portuguese from 
these part in 1110/1698 and put his own governor into each 
country, he gave the island of Pate a Nabhany governor. 

When Yaaruby dominion was swept away from Oman, the 
Mazrui took Mombasa and the Nabhany recovered Pate, calling 
themselves kings, not Busaidy governors. The Mazrui extended 
their rule to the country round Mombasa and the Nabhany 
theirs. to the country round Pate. He with the strongest arm 
obtained most, and the arm of the Mazrui was stronger and 
longer. . | 

When Bwana Tamu Mtoto bin.Abubakr bin Bwana Tamu 
Mkuu (King of Pate from 1160/1747 to 1177/1764) saw that 
the Mazrui were encroaching on Pate, he allied himself with 
the Mazrui ruler, Sh. Masud bin Nasor bin Abdalla the Mazrui. 
Mazrui soldiers came to keep order in Pate and Pate soldiers 
went to keep order in Pemba—not Mombasa. Bwana Tamu 
thought it better to be crippled than killed, for he that will not 
kneel of his own accord will be knocked down. Pate remained 
in this subservient position for sixty: years. 

When Fumo Luti bin Bwana Madi bin Abubakr bin Bwana 
Tamu Mkuu succeeded, he could not. bear subjection disguised 
as alliance. He wrote to Sd. Said offering Pate to him. Sd. Said 
sent his men and took Pate from Mazrui in 1238/1823. When: 
Sd. Said’s men came to take Pate, they found Fumo Luti dead. 
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His successor was Bwana Sheikh bin Bwana Madi who ruled 
from 1236/1821. After this year (1238/1823) Pate was in the 
hand of Sd. Said like Lamu, Siyu, Pemba and other places, 
except Mombasa. 

On his death Bwana Sheikh was succeeded by his son called 
Bwana Mataka bin Sheikh. Bwana Mataka was ruler of Pate 
and Bwana Waziri bin Bwana Tamu of Siyu, both being subject 
to Sd. Said. 

In Pate before Bwana Sheikh bin Madi, Fumo Luti bin 
Sheikh was ruler after the death of Fumo Luti bin Madi. Fumo 
Luti bin Sheikh disagreed so strongly with the policy of Fumo 
Luti bin Madi that he abdicated and Bwana Sheikh bin Madi 
was put in his place, while Fumo Luti bin Sheikh went to live 
in Mombasa with his Mazrui friends who he wished also to be 
allies of the Nabhany. When Bwana Mataka succeeded, he 
allowed Fumo Lut to come and live in Pate. He did so and 
became great friends with Bwana Mataka. He had such 
influence over Bwana Mataka that he renounced allegiance of 
Sd. Said and allied himself with the Mazrui in 1249/1834. After 
he seceded from Sd. Said’s rule he asked Bwana Waziri, 
ruler of Siyu to do the same and when he refused, he attacked 
him with a force from Pate with support from Mombasa and 
from some of the people of Siyu as well. His word was law 
throughout Pate and Siyu...Sd. Said now had trouble in 
returning Pate and Siyu to his dominion. He despatched his 
army and navy there in 1249/1834; but without success. 

In 1260/1844 he sent his two senior commanders, Sd. 
Hamad and Sh. Abdalla bin Sleyyum. There were many 
casualties on this expedition, nothing was achieved, and among 
others both the commanders were killed in this war. 

In 1261/1845 Sd. Said sent another expedition with his own 
son, Sd. Khalid, in supreme command. He was unsuccessful 
and like the others he returned empty handed. 

This was too much and in 1262/1845 Sd. Said sent his chief 
Qadhi, Sh. Muhyeddin to make terms. To this they agreed; but 
they stipulated that Pate and Siyu should pay nothing to Sd. 
Said in return for an end to the quarrel. Sd. Said agreed, saying 
“Somehow they will return into my hands, or if it is not in my 
time, in the time of my children.” This was true; these countries 
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came again under Busaidy rule in the time of Sd. Majid, after 
the death of both Sd. Said and Bwana Mataka. 

Bwana Mataka died in the same year as Sd. Said, 1273/1856 
and Pate and Siyu capitulated in 1280/1864 as Mombasa had 


already done. 


They mourned for these towns in this lament:— 
Where are the pillars of Siyu, the great nobles, 
Where are the governors of Rasini and Iburi? 
Gone is their power, their rule and their authority 
O you misguided people, this world is vanity. 


Where of peerless Pate the very best of Pate 

The mighty slayers, slain by the sword 

Death has overcome them and their story is untold 
O you misguided people, this world is vanity. 


Where are those we know, the fighting kings 
and their commanders, where are their ministers 


They have gone, they are here no longer but tell me where 


they have gone 
O you misguided people, this world is vanity. 


Where are the elegant, covered with pearls 

On their hands, rings of pearls and jewels 

Death has confounded them, the grave has covered them 
O you misguided people, this world is vanity. 


4. The battle of the Treetrunk 


This little scrap occurred in the Kitundu estate, nine and 
a half miles to the north in the year 1250/1835. It arose out of 
the friction that existed between Sd. Khalid bin Said bin 
Sultan, then a boy about seventeen years old and Sh. Abdalla 
bin Salim al Barwany, a boy of more or less the same age. 
Sd. Khalid sent some government slaves to cut a tree trunk on 
government land for the keel of a government ship. Dragging 
this trunk they entered the Kitundu estate of Sh. Salim bindsa ` 
Al Barwany. Sh. Abdalla bin Salim bin Salim flatly refused: to 
allow the trunk to be taken through his father’s estate, and when - 
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the government slaves would not obey him, he told the Barwany 
slaves to fight and some of them were killed. 

On hearing this Sd. Khalid sent a force of government 
slaves to attack the Barwany slaves. They went and hada 
fierce fight. On this occasion many of the Barwany slaves were 
killed because they were outnumbered by the government slaves. 

When Sd. Suleyman bin Hemed, the chief minister, heard 
this, he instructed the senior Barwany men that the trunk should 
remain where it was and not be passed through their land 
against their will. He told them to bring in the young men 
who had started the battle of the treetrunk. They were brought, 
Sh. Abdalla bin Salim bin Isa, Sh. Muhammad bin Nasor bin 
Isa, Sh. Abdalla bin Amur bin Abdalla and Sh. Ali bin Masoud. 
Sh. Suleyman bin Hemed severely reprimanded them for their 
bad behaviour. Then he would have released them, but Sh. 
Khalid flatly refused, although he was pressed to do so by his 
father’s minister and other whom Sd. Said himself used to listen 
to their advice. He would not listen to them and all four boys 
were arrested and put in prison in fetters and chains. 

When the governor of the prison, Jemadar Tanghai, saw 
that they were in distress, he removed their chains and loosed 
their fetters, allowing them to move freely within the prison but 
not to go outside. He gave the guards strict instructions to 
keep watch on them. When Sd. Khalid heard this he was very 
angry with the governor and dismissed him; but he left the 
Barwany boys as they were and did not restore their fetters and 
chains. 

A very few days later Sd. Said arrived from Uman without 
having heard anything of what was going on in Zanzibar. 
When he was at home and having a meal he found Jemadar 
Tanghai in his presence. Sd. Said asked what had brought him 
and he replied that he would tell him when he had finished 
his meal. Sd. Said told him that he could not eat until he had 
told- him. The Jemadar told him all from beginning to end, 
omitting nothing. Sd. Said was furious with his son, Sd. 
Khalid, for being so ill advised as to alienate the Barwanis at a 
time, when he was at war with the Mazrui and others. 

‘Sd. Said immediately told his ministers to take the boys out 
of the goal and to bring them, to eat with him. They came, and 
Sd. Said talked kindly with them and told them not to stir up 
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strife in the country. He kept them overnight and then let them 
go home; but meanwhile Sd. Said instructed Jemadar Tanghai 
to go with them and Sd. Khalid and to apologise to the senior 
Barwani whose children Sayyid Khalid had imprisoned. All 
the time Sd. Khalid was quarrelling with Jemadar Tanghai, 
abusing him and cursing him for making trouble between him 
and his father. Jemadar Tanghai said nothing but, “Please, 
Sir, I did nothing but for the security of your government.’’ 
When Sd. Khalid arrived at Barwani Hall he gave his 
greetings and was received with great respect. He sat silent, 
blowing up ready to burst, the muscles of his face standing 
out so that you would say that they would split. When the 
Jemadar saw that the boy was not going to apologize, he stood 
up and said, ‘‘Gentlemen of the Barwany, Sd. Said has sent me 
to bring you your son, Sd. Khalid, to ask your pardon for his 
fault. He asks you to forgive him.” The senior Barwany rose 
and thanked Sd. Said for his kindness and told Sd. Khalid that 
they had nothing against him. The affairs of children should 
be settled between themselves and did not concern adults. 

When the next day the Arabs came tocourt, Sd. Said said to 
the Barwany, “Khalid has so annoyed me that I must banish 
him.” The senior Barwany leapt up and said, “Then we too 
must banish our children, for not one but all were involved.” 
Then there was argument, Sd. Said sticking to his word and 
the Barwany to theirs until. the Qadhi, Sh. Muhyeddin got 
up and said, ““You, Sayyid, have sworn to banish your son 
Sd. Khalid, and you Barwany to banish yours sons, so both 
of you are bound to banish your children in accordance with 
our oaths. But in your oaths you. did not say whither you 
would’ banish them. Therefore I feel that we should require 
these children to be taken tomorrow. to one of the islands, to 
spend the day there and to return in the evening. You will 
have banished them as you have said. To go away only means 
to go away.” All were delighted with this counsel. The next 
day Sd. Said’s ship took them and others to an island, where 
they played all day. They had-plenty to eat and drink and had 
a very good time. 

Sd. Said was a very ingenious person. He Bi as much 
with the sharp tip of his tongue as with the sharp tip of his 
sword. Here is an example of his ingenuity. 
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In the old days at New Year (Nauruz) a cow was taken 
round and eventually brought to the Sultan’s house to be 
slaughtered in front of it as the sacrifice of the whole country. 
On one occasion, after the cow had been brought to the place 
and tied toa window of the Baits Sahil. The elders of the 
town went up to tell Sd. Said that the cow was below ready 
to be slaughtered. Meanwhile Jayaram Sevji, the wharf Hindu, 
came and found the cow tired and worn out, tied to the window 
waiting to be slaughtered, distressed by all that had happened 
to it while being driven all round the town, beaten and 
shouted and screamed at. He loosed the cow and drove it through 
the back streets to his own house, not far from the Baits Sahil. 
When they came down they found that it was not there; and 
after some poking about it was learnt that it had been taken 
by Jayarm Sevji to save it from being slaughtered. They rushed 
up to Sd. Said and said “A terrible thing has happened”. 
When he asked them what it was that had happened, they said 
“Your wharf Hindu has committed a serious offence of lese 
majeste”. When he asked them the offence, they said, “He has 
cut the tether of the New Year cow and has taken it home”. 
Sd. Said replied, “Never mind, slaughter another cow”. The 
elders said, “No other will do”. He said salughter ten instead, 
if one will not do”. “Even a hundred,” they said ‘‘will not 
take its place. This one has been recited over and blessed and 
paraded round the town”, Sd. Said said, “Then what are we to 
do?” “It must be recovered”, they said, “by force, come 
what may”. Sd. Said asked them what was the real purpose 
of slaughtering a cow on this day, and they said, “It is à 
sacrifice to avert evil from the town and its inhabitants.” 
“Yes”, said Sd. Said, “but shall we not be bringing evil if 
we enter Jayaram Sivji’s house by force and take the cow away? 
Will there not be bloodshed? Will the British allow their 
subjects to be treated so? Are we not likely to find that we 
are cuttlefish confronted by a crab? 1 know what he will do if 
I cross him. Slaughter another cow or think in yourselves that 
disaster had finished into the ocean.” The elders agreed—but 
not sincercly. 
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Important events in Zanzibar during his time 
1. Sd. Said’s arrival in Zanzibar 


Sd. Said arrived in Zanzibar in Jumad 1, 1234/Feb., 1828. 
This was his first visit to the island. Immediately he saw it, it 
so pleased him that he made up his mind to make it the chief 
of his dominions. He chose it to be so because he saw so much 
that pleased him. 


2. The planting of cloves 


The first clove seedlings to be planted in Zanzibar were 
planted in 1258/1842. The person who came with these seed- 
lings and gave them to Sd. Said was Sh. Saleh bin Haramil Al 
Abry (not Sh. Haramil bin Saleh). He brought them from the 
island of Reunion. His assistant in obtaining these seedlings was 
a Frenchman called Monseiur Sausse. The first place where 
cloves were established was at Kizimbani; and now there are in 
Zanzibar and Pemba between three and three and a half million 
trees, producing 94,00 tons. All the prosperity that come to 
Zanzibar and the miserably little of it that is left, are derived 
from the clove tree. May God prosper it and take from it the 
evil that has fallen upon it and all other evil. 


Lord God, the Generous, on Thee do we rely 

Be merciful to us, Thou Compassionate, our needs are clear 
to Thee 

Fulfil for us the things that we need 

O Giver of gifts, to Thee we pray. 


One of the strange problems that should be given deep 
thought is that the daughter of Sh. Saleh bin Haramil died at 
Malinidi Kokoni in dire poverty, while her father was the 
first to bring the trees that have given the people the prosperity 
which they now enjoy. None obtains but what is granted 
to him. 
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How many have seen, noted for good fortune 

Whom fortune has left, unnoticed 

forgotten, knowing not where to turn Who climbs may fall; 
be not unaware. 


3. Sd. Said’s move to Zanzibar 


Sd. Said moved to Zanzibar in 1247/1832 


4. The establishment of foreign consulates 


(a) Sd. Said signed a trade agreement with the United States 
government on 5 Jumad 1, 1249/21 September, 1833. Their first 
consul, Mr. Richard P. Waters, reached in Zanzibar in 1255/ 
1839. The consulate remained until Rabi 1, 1333/November 
1919, when it was closed and moved to Nairobi. 

(b) He signed an agreement with the British Government 
in Rabi 1, 1255/ 31 May, 1839. The first consul, Col. Atkins 
Hamerton arrived in Rabi 2, 1257/May 1841. 

(c) Later, he signed an agreement with the French Govern- 
ment in Dhul Qaad, 1260/17 November, 1844. Their first 
consul, Monsieur P. Broquant arrived in the same year. The 
French flag flew over their consulate until Shawwal, 1359/ 
November 1940, when it was struck after flying in Zanzibar for 
a century, and their consulate was closed. The consulate was 
reopened and their flag was raised on Sunday, 26 Jumad 2, 
1363/18 June, 1944. 


5. The appointment of his heir-apparent 


On 6 Rajab 1260/23 July, 1844 Sd. Said wrote to Lord 
Aberdeen, British foreign minister to inform him that his 
heirs were to be Sd. Khalid and Sd. Thuweyny. Sd. Khalid was 
to be ruler of his East African Dominion and Sd. Thuweyny to 
be ruler of Uman. So when Sd. Thuweyny quarrelled with Sd. 
Majid, the British followed the terms of this letter, leaving Sd. 
Thuweyny with Uman only and confirming Sd. Majid, who 
had been appointed by Sd. Said’s ministers on the death of 
Sd, Khalid, shortly before the death of Sd. Said. 
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6. The introduction of small coinage 


The first small coinage was introduced into Zanzibar on 
Thursday, 4 Safar, 1265/January 1849. The coins used on that 
day were those known as “‘Pesa la Mnyasa” and which had the 
design of a pair of scales over the date 1247 and the inscription 
“East India Company.” The coins which came were of the 
value of Shs. 20,000. 

Before the introduction of these coins small objects were 
exchanged by barter. Often grains of Sorghum were used as 
currency which is why we still here refer to “the time of 
Sorghum grains.” But larger things were sold for silver coins 
the maria theresa Dollar, the Spanish Riale, the Serenge 
Riale, etc. 

These small coins lasted alone for thirty-six years. Then in 
1299/1882, Sd. Barghash minted his own coins with the design 
of a pair of scales and the inscription in Arabic script, “Sultan 
Barghash bin Said bin Sultan, Hafidhahullah’”’ (God preserve 
him). These coins were first used in 1300/1883. 

In 1304/1887 Sd. Barghash issued new coins with the design 
of the same pair of scales, inscribed in Arabic script, “‘Zinjibar’’. 
These coins never reached Sd. Barghash; they did not arrive 
until after his death. They began to be used in the time of Sd. 
Khalifa bin Said, which is why some people call them Sd. 
Khalifa’s pesa. 

Zanzibar had no more small coinage brought in officially until 
S Shawwal 1354/1 January, 1936, when the shillings and cents 
now in use were introduced. The Sd. “Barghash pesa’’ survived 
unofficially. They were to be withdrawn entirely but all the 
People begged the government to leave us this memorial of our 
i famous ruler Sd. Barghash. The government allowed the 
People’s plea as sound and reasonable. 


His travels 


Sd. Said was a great traveller. He liked travelling and God 
gave him reasons for travelling. He was travelling between 
Uman and East Africa, with the monsoon coming by the north 
wind and returning by the south wind; although frequently he 
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stayed in Zanzibar for two or three years before returning to 
Uman. In fact after 1247/1832 he considered Zanzibar his 


home rather than Muscat. 
His longer voyages were 
(1) His journeys to Mecca 


Sd. Said went on pilgrimage to Mecca in 1239/March 1824. 
He was received with great honour by the Turkish governor, the 
Sherif of Mecca and the representative of Muhammad Ali 
Pasha of Egypt. On this voyage he travelled aboard the naval 
sailing ship “Liverpool”, which took him to Mecca with his 
train and waited to return them to Uman. He went to Mecca 
in 1255/1840 with his Qadhi Sheikh Muhiyeddin. On this 
voyage he went aboard the “‘Piedmontese’’. 


(2) His journeys to Mombasa 


On his first visit to Mombasa he arrived in Rabi 2, 1243/Jan. 
1828. He went with his forces to attack Mombasa. He travelled 


in his well-known ship “Liverpool”. 
(3) His arrival in Zanzibar 


On leaving Mombasa he’came to Zanzibar arriving in J umad 
1, 1243/Feb. 1828. He had only to see it to like it so much he 
determined to make it his most important dominion in East 
Africa, indeed the most important of all his dominions. 


(4) His journey to Mogadishu 


On his way back to Uman he passed by Mogadishu. He 
brought it under his control and put in a governor. He did this 
in the same year, 1243/1828. 


(5) His journey to Siyu and Pate 


_ He came to the island containing the towns of Pate and Siyu 
in 1249/1834, | i j 
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The last occasion on which he left Zanzibar for Uman was 
on Tuesday 19 Rajab, 1270/18 Apr., 1854, he, with some of his 
daughters and his concubines went aboard the naval sailing 
vessel called “Victoria”, while others travelled by the warship 
called “Artemise”. 


(7) His last journey from Uman 


After 1247/1832 Sd. Said made his home in Zanzibar. He 
did not abandon Uman although he was sometimes away for 
two or three years. When he was in Zanzibar, Uman was 
administered by his representatives and while he was in Uman 
his representatives administered Zanzibar. His administrators 
in Zanzibar were : 


(1) Sd. Muhammad bin Salim bin Sultan, son of his whole 
brother Sd. Salim bin Sultan. He was born in Uman in 
1230/1815 and lived there under the authority of his 
uncle Sd. Said. When he grew up, Sd. Said gave him 
in marriage his second daughter, Lady Reyye bint Said 
bin Sultan. | 


While he lived in Uman it was he that was the representa- 
tive in his uncle’s absence. When he moved to Zanzibar, he 
| administered the Government of East Africa. He did this 

> during the minority of Sd. Said’s sons. When they grew up, 
they represented their father and he was merely counsellor to his 
uncle and his cousins. When Sd. Majid succeeded he restored 
him to the position of representative of the ruler. 

In the time of Sd. Said he lived at the wharf in Sd. Said’s 
palace. On the death of Sd. Said he moved with his wife to 
Malindi Kiponda to the house known until recently as Sd. 
Farid’s house. Later, in the time of Sd. Hamoud, his wife, lady 
Reyye, returned to her father’s house atthe wharf and stayed 
there until her death. Sd. Hamoud had great respect for his 
aunt. ' 

Sd. Muhammad died at the end of the reign of Sd. Majid on 
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the night before 16 Rabi 2, 1286/26 July, 1869, leaving three 
notable sons. 

(a) Sd. Abdalla, known in Zanzibar as Sd. Abdalla of 
Kwambani. He married Lady Sweyduu bint Said bin Sultan. 

(b) Sd. Hemed, who married Lady Ghaluje bint Said bin 
Sultan and by her, he had son called Sd. Salim. Sd. Hemed 
died on Tuesday 24 Rajab, 1317/24 Nov., 1899. 

(c) Sd. Darwish, whom Sd. Barghash wanted to marry to 
his eldest daughter, Lady Nunuu bint Barghash, but the 
marriage did not come off. 

Sd. Said’s other representatives were: 

(2) Sd. Hilal bin Said bin Sultan 

(3) Sd. Khalid bin Said bin Sultan 

(4) Sd. Majid bin Said bin Sultan 

These have all been mentioned as sons of Sd. Said. 


His naval ships 


His warships were all sailing vessels, because steamships 
had not yet come into common use. The most notable of his 
warships were: 

(1) Liverpool | 

Built at Bombay in 1241/1826: crew 150, 74 guns 1800 tons 
burden. In 1248/1833 Sd. Said sent this ship to England asa 
present to King William IV who was King of England from 
1245/1830 to 1251/1837. In England it was accepted honourably 
and its name was changed to Iman as a reminder that it came 
from the Imam Sd. Said bin Sultan. 

(2) Prince Regent 

This was a gift from the King of England to Sd. Said who 
had given the Liverpool. She was not so big as Liverpool. 
The person charged with delivering this gift to Sd. Said was the 
Governor-General of India. | 
(3) Victoria 

Built at Bombay after the accession of Queen of Victoria, 
hence the name chosen by Sd. Said, This was the ship in which 
Sd. Said and his successors Preferred to travel. Indeed Sd. Said 
died aboard her. She carried 40 guns and adequate crew. 

(4) Shal alam of the Universe 

Built at Bombay in 1235/1820. 52 guns, crew 150, 1400 tons 
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burden—wrecked on the day of the Great Hurricane of 
Zanzibar on 15 April, 1872. 

(5) Caroline, 40 guns and the most beautiful ship in his. 
navy. She went to Europe and stayed for a long time at 
Marseilles. Sd. Said left her as a waqf of the treasury, and his 
wishes were respected. 

(6) Piedmontese, built in 1244/1829 in Cochin, 36 guns, 761 
tons burden. 

(7) Rahman, built in India in 1248/1833 at Cochin. The 
fastest of Sd. Said’s ships, 40 guns, a large crew, 725 tons 
burden. 

(8) Mustafa, built at Muscat, 26 guns, 450 tons burden. 
This was the ship that blockaded Mombasa harbour during the 
wars with the Mazrui. 

(9) Artemise, 22 guns. She was much used to transport the 
members of Sd. Said’s household between Oman and Zanzibar. 

(10) Curlew, 18 guns. 

(11) Sultana, built at Bombay in 1248/1833, 10 guns. Sunk 
at Wasin in the Bajun country on her way back from Bombay. 

(12) Taj, built at Cochin in 1244/1829, 4 guns, 125 tons 
burden. 

(13) Africa, 4 guns. 

(14) City of Poona, 4 guns. 

(15) Salem, built in America in 1256/1840 and sunk in the 
Persian gulf. 300 tons burden. She like those below was a 
training vessel only. 

(16) Suleman Shah, sunk on 15/4/72 during the Great 
Hurricane. 

(17) Herman Shah, sank in India. 

(18) Feidh alam became a “waqf” of the Treasury. 

(19)—(23) Nadhir Shah, Nasr, Ghazal, Cernal etc. 

The British Government sent Sd. Said a small steamship; 
but it broke down on its first day of use. 


His naval officers 


Some of the officers of whom I have heard are: 

(1) Sd. Hemed bin Suleyman, already noted underjmilitary 
commanders. 

(2) Sh. Hasan bin Ibrahim. 
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(3) Sh. Ahmed bin Naaman. already noted under minister. 

(4) Sh. Hilal bin Abdalla Al Medy, one of the Medes who 
were neighbours of the Persians. He was captain of the Victoria 
from the time of Sd. Said until his death in the time of Sd. 
Majid. He had a large stone house on the empty plot -adjoining 
the power station. Captain Haj Mahmud belongs to the same 
family. a 

(5) Sh. Khamis Watan bin Uthman Myumbili. 

The Yumbili are said to be Arabs who came from Arabia 
from the port of Yanbuu and settled in East Africa and did 
business. Sh. Khamis Watan was very rich and well known 
in East Africa. His houses covered almost the whole of 
Mkunazini ya Tharia. He worshipped in the Baraza Mosque, 
which still exists. 

It is said that he could speak fourteen languages, but not 
write in them. He operated mainly in Europe and Madagascar. 
In 1248/1833 Sd. Said sent him to Madagascar to arrange a 
marriage between him and Ranovolana. Manjaka. Every time 
there was a journey to London he employed him because 
he - had: studied navigation there and so knew English well. 
He spent time in Piedmontese more than in any other ship. 

(6) Sh. Ilyas bin Ali Sinesry. He lived at Malindi 
Mizingani. He was a naval officer for a very long time. In the 
time of Sd. Barghash he was too old to sail any more; but 
he waited on Sd. Barghash and gave advice to the ruler and 
his fellow officers, all of whom were his pupils and companions. 
Sh. Hyas bin Ali and his brother, Sh. Muhammad Ilyas were 
his grandchildren. ai 

(7) Sh. Yusuf Ashshemsy. It is he who built the palace 
where lived Sd. Khalid bin Muhammad, the- ground round 
which is now the garden of the office of the Clove Growers 
Association.’ : - pr ~>- 

(8) Sh. Kasim bin -Mansur -bin : Heydar -AlFarsy. “He was 
my great-great-great-grandfather, for I am Abdalla bin Saleh 
bin Abdalla bin Saleh bin Kasim bin Mansur. He was 
first of our ancestors to come to these parts of East Africa. 
He left the port of Sohar in Uman and accompanied Sd. Said 
on his move here because he had already made several voyages 
to and fro for trade purposes and because he was one of Sd. 
Said’s naval officers. eas 
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. He came. with the sons.and daughters that he had begotten 
in Uman. Then he went to Comoro and married there and 
had more children, whom he sent to Sohar when they grew 
up. These were Sh. Ali, Sh. Saleh and Sh. Muhammad and 
also Sh. Salim who was bornto himin Uman. They did not 
return to make their home here until the time of Sd. Said and 
after the death of their father. 

We came to the district of Malindi Msikitimnara and 
lived in the house which now after much alteration is known 
as the Pera Walli Building. We have been residents. of Malindi 
from then until now. 

(9) Sh. Kasim bin Muhammad as Sinesry. He had the good 
fortune to marry a well known concubine of Sd. Said’s 
called Lady Madina, with whom he was very happy.: He also 
profited, because he inherited all that she received from Sd. 
Said. 5 

All these naval officers knew two or three languages, espe- 
cially Hindi and English. Their monthly wages were between 
two and three hundred shillings and in addition they were able 
to amass property because they lived cheap. 


His death 


The end of every creature is to die; so too our Sd. died when 
his time came. He died when he was sixty-seven years old, 
for he was born in 106177 and died on 19 Safar, 1273/19 
Oct., 1856. 

People speak of premonitions and intuition. It is’ said- that 
on his departure on his last voyage from Muscat for Zanzibar 
he took leave of his mother, Lady Ghaniye saying. “Good bye 
mother, I do not think that we shall meet again in this world. 
I have a feeling that this is my last voyage, so Iam taking 
my shroud with me so that death may not come on me unpre- 
pared.” His mother steeled her heart and said farewell to him 
calmly, as did his other relations in Uman. 

His ships Victoria and Artemise weighed anchor in Muscat 
on Monday 15 Muharram 1237/15 September, 1856. He, Sd. 
Barghash, some other of his children and his comubines were 
in Victoria; Captain was Sh. Hilal bin Abdalla. On the morning 
of Thursday, 18 Muharram he was awakened by a swelling 
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in his leg caused by an old war wound. Daily the scar continued 
to swell until 13 Safar/13 October when he awoke with an 
abdominal haemorrhage. He was troubled by this, taking 
medicines of more or less effect, until.8.30 p.m. on the night 
before Sunday 19 Safar 1275/19 October, 1856, when he expired, 
in the neighbourhood of the Seychelles, as far from his 
dominions in Uman as those in East Africa. 


This world is a trifle, nothing lasts 

Brother it is enough’for you that the Chosen one was taken 
Let us be patient, it is the will of the Mighty 

O You misguided pedple, this world is vanity. 


Where are father and mother? think in your heart 
and all who went before, small and great? 

The world overcame them, they had no choice 

O You misguided people, this world is vanity. 


The eldest of his sons who were present at this time was 
Sd. Barghash. He was areal man. He did not lose his head. 
He ordered the body to be washed, wraped in a shroud and 
for the funeral service to be read over it. All this was done. 
Then he ordered it to be put in a coffin and kept in the ship. 
All was done as he wished, everything for laying out the corpse, 
as we have said, Sd. Said had himself made ready before leaving 
Muscat. | Se 

The ships sailed straight on to Zanzibar, not touching at 
any port. They arrived off the island of Chumbe in the evening 
of Saturday the 25th. Sd. Barghash ordered the ships to 
anchor here although the sea was very rough, there was a 
high wind and heavy rain. At nearly ten o'clock on Saturday 
night he ordered two boats to be lowered, one to carry the 
coffin with the body and the other før those who were to attend 
the interment. 

He went ashore at night on purpose to arrive unannounced 
in the town so as to capture the forts and to catch Sd. Majid 
asleep so that he would be in his hand and prevented from 
taking over the government although he was the elder. That 
is why he sent no information to Sd. Majid nor to anyone 
else and why he allowed no one ashore between dropping 
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anchor off Chumbe and creeping into Zanzibar harbour with 
the body of his father, the ruler of the country! He ordered 
soldiers to surround the house of Sd. Majid and his brothers 
so that none should go in or out. He went with a few of his 
people and buried his father in their graveyard (Makusurani) 
in the grave to-day surmounted by rectangular walls. 

All this was done without Sd. Majid hearing anything at 
all. He was deeply asleep, having the habit of becoming quite 
unconscious when anything happened to surprise or annoy him 
very much. The reason for his unconsciousness on this occa- 
sion was that after sunset he learnt that some fishermen had 
seen Victoria at anchor off Chumbe. He went out in a boat 
witha few of his men in a rough sea, heavy rain and a 
high wind to go to greet his father at Chumbe; but before: they 
could arrive, because of the winds and storm, Sd. Majid was 
overcome by his sickness and they thought it better to take him 
back home and restore him to his house. This is why he heard 
nothing whatever of what was going on. 

But Sd. Barghash’s strategem was unsuccessful. He failed to 
gain control. His father’s ministers and the leading men of the 
town would have no one but Sd. Majid. So Sd. Barghash 
came to Sd. Majid with a false ‘explanation. He said, Í came 
ashore in secret and buried him like this because he was in a 
horrible condition after being seven days unburied and [I 
did not want him to be seen by people in this condition. I 
knewtithat if I told you, the news would immediately spread to 
others and that they could not be prevented from attending the 
internment of their ruler.” 


The things that he left behind him 


Sd. Said left many things behind him to keep his name alive. 
Among the things he left are: 

(1) His family ruling Muscat and Zanzibar. Zinzibar is 
ruled ,by his great-grandson Sd. Sir Khalifa bin Harub bin 
Thuweyny bin Said bin Sultan, and Muscat by his great-great 


- grandson, Sd. Said bin Taymur bin Fesal bin Turky bin Said 
- bin Sultan. May God preserve the line year after year. 


(2) The dominion over Uman and of East Africa which 


is Stretched from Cape Delgade in the south to Cape Guardfui 
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in the north, of which now is left but Zanzibar, Pemba and 
their islands and the coast of Kenya and its islands, and a few 
other places. 

(3) loves, the soul of } rosperity of our islands of Zanzibar 
and Pemba and their breath and blood too! As Egypt cannot 
forget gratitude due to Muhammad Ali Pasha for establishing 
cotton in Egypt, neither can Zanzibar forget its debt to Sd. 
Said for establi hing cloves in Zanzibar; although both these 
persons are memorable for many other matters great and small. 
Clove trees were first planted in 1258/1842. 

(4) His buildings in the town and his estates. 

1 have already described his buildings and his clove planta- 
tions. ] will not repeat what I have said, lest if they are printed 
people may say 


**They say the same thing every now and then without any 
change!” 


“Enough is enough; do not change it.” 
] end my words, with praise to the Mighty 
The lord without like, who has no equal 


May infinite mercy, fall on the Apostle 
his Companions and ‘Ali’, and all of us who believe. 


That is the end of the History of Seyyid Said. 


SHEIKH ABDALLA SALEH FARSI 
(1912-1982) 


Sheikh Abdalla Saleh Farsi was one of the 
greatest scholars and theologians that East 
Africa has ever produced. After having 
received his education, both secular as well 
oas in Arabic and Islamic studies, he started 
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